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Lesson Calendar 
Early Leaders and Kings of Israel 


s. August 1.—David Brings the Ark to Jerusalem 

e 2 Samuel 6: 1-19; Psalm 24 : 7-10 

6. August 8—The Kingly Kindness of David 
2 Samuel 8 : 15;- 9: 1-13 

7. August 15.—The Sins and Sorrows of David 
2 Samuel 12:9, 10; 18 :1-15 
8. August 22.—A Prayer for Pardon ...... Psalm 51 : 1-17 

9. August 29.—Beginnings of Solomon’s Reign 


1 Kings 1:1 to 3:15 
to. September 5.—The Building of the Temple 
1 Kings 5:1 to 3:66 
. September 12.—The Glory of Solomon’s Reign 
1 Kings 10: 1-13, 23-25 
12. September 19.—Evils of Intemperance (Temperance 
EeMBROO). dc ods ccecccccve eet Sf Proverbs 23 : 19-21, 29-35 
13. September 26.—Review: Saul, David, and Solomon 
Compared. Selection for Reading: Psalm 72. 











N the New Jersey pine barrens at an ancient cross 
road is a weather worn guide-board nailed to a 
tree with the name standing out in relief on the 
board. Many years of weather have worn away the 
board around the name, but the name itself has been 
the safeguard for the wood underneath. The names 
that ought to last among advertising concerns stand 
the weather changes of time. Names like this are 
constantly appearing in the advertising columns of 


The Sunday School Times, and they are intended 
to be good guide-boards. 
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Beyond the City Wall 
By Julia Budd Shafer 


ERENE his brow —- the troubled ones draw near, 
Nor know that in the Mind that speaks them cheer 
Lives all the world-wide anguish, year on year. 


Love-lit his-eyes — the sorrowing comfort seek, 
And rest their aching hearts to hear Him speak. 
His tears have left no mark upon his cheek. 


Drawn to his strength, sin-sick and feeble creep 
To touch his robe ; He gives — He cannot keep. 
(They know not that he sees a Cross-crowned steep.) 








Bona Fide Witnesses 


What we are, not facts that we know or things 
that we say, qualifies us as witnesses of the grace of 
Jesus Christ. Angels cannot witness to the resur- 
rection. They know all the facts, and fhey believe 
the whole truth. But it requires products of — the 
resurrection to bear witness. Preachers of the grace 
of the Lord Jesus must present themselves as results 
of that grace. So Paul says, “by the grace of God I 
am what I am” (1 Cor. 15:10). That grace the 
ae eS says, was not bestowed upon him in vain. Dr. 


Ramsey, in commenting on this passage, asks- 


the searching question, “Would some of us have to 
say, ‘Iam what I am in spite of the grace of God’?” 
If we cannot witness to a Saviour who really, saves 
and keeps from sin, is the fault with that grace which 


abounded more exceedingly than our sin? Paul was 
not boasting in Paul, for he has just said he was not 
meet to be called an apostle. But he could point to 
Paul and magnify the grace of his wonderful Saviour. 
Does our life belie that grace, or magnify it 


a 
Impossible Cases ‘ 


Christ’s work for us is never appreciated till we 
realize that our case is so desperate that only a 
miracle will avail to help us. In a recent meeting 
prayer was requested for a Christian who was so 
torn asunder by doubts and fears that “nothing but 
a miracle would do any good in her case,” as her 
friend put it. She was a real candidate for prayer. 
The reason we pray is that we recognize the need of 
God’s working, and he works miracles, things ‘which 
«an be done only if God does them. In a testimony 
meeting in a recent Victorious Life Conference, a 
man with radiant face said that he had so long been 
disappointed in seeking victory and spiritual blessing 
‘that he had concluded that he was an impossible 
case. Just so. That is why we have a Saviour who 
is able to meet just such cases. Let us not minimize 
the greatness of what is needed in our life, for then 
are we likely to fall into the folly of self-effort to 
meet the need. But recognizing and ‘confessing the 
full measure of dire need, let us commit it all to the 
Saviour who is more than enough. 


One or Two Worlds ? 


_To become absorbed in material affairs is a soul- 
shriveling sin. Yet there are many Christians who 
are so deluded with the error that the Christian’s 
chief duty is to “make the world better” that they un- 
derestimate the Scripture teaching, “Set your affec- 
tions on things that are above” (Col. 3:2). The Holy 
Spirit in the church is the One who “restrains” in 
the world now, and the best way for a Christian to 
serve his day and generation is to yield fully to the 
Spirit (2 Thess. 2:7). A visitor in Leary’s Old Book 
Store in Philadelphia was set to thinking along this 

“line when he read the title of a certain book, “One 


World at a Time,” but in a few moments his eyes fell 
upon the title of another .book, “Two Worlds are 
Ours.” Our duty in this world is to represent an- 
other world, where our citizenship is (Phil. 3:20), 
“We are ambassadors for Christ,” Paul said, in point- 
ing out to the Corinthian Christians their duty, “as 
though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in 
Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God” (2 Cor. 5: 20). 
The great outstanding purpose of our Christian serv- 
ice is not to convert the whole world, but to take out 
of the world a people for his name (Acts 15:14). 
And all the while we are down here in this world in 
the flesh, we are spiritually seated “in heavenly places 
in Christ Jesus” (Eph. 2:6). But both worlds are 
Christ’s, although Satan is a “squatter” in this present 
world now; and our place and reward in the next 
world will be determined by our fidelity as ambassa- 
dors in this one (Rev. a:ah: 3: 22, 9). 


sx 


Where Weakness Succeeds 


There is a place where recognized weakness is 
an asset, and where supposed strength is a fatal lia- 
bility.. A Christian who was hungry for the Spirit- 
filled life that he knew some others were living came 
to his pastor to ask him about the possibility of 
enjoying such an experience. The pastor admitted 
the possibility and his admiration for such a life in 
these words, “It’s a great life if you don’t weaken.” 
The man who was seeking new blessing in his life 
was rather confident that he, at least, would weaken, 
and it was some, time before he learned the good 
news that God’s provision for a Spirit-filled life is 
just a provision for people who recognize their weak- 
ness and who have no illusion as to their strength. 
The truth of the matter is, “It’s a great life if we 
keep weak,” or rather if we keep recognizing our 
own utter weakness. This is the meaning of our 
Lord’s word to Paul, “My grace is sufficient for thee: 
for my strength is made perfect in weakness” (2 
Cor. 12:9). When we keep weak, then are we 
strong. When we in self-effort decide to test~ out 
our strength, then are we weak, and failure comes. 
Our victory depends on One who shall not fail nor 
be discouraged nor weaken at ony point, whatever the 
test may be. 


Defeatism 


trial of a former statesman, which the whole 

world has watched with intense interest. And 
one of the principal charges against him was that 
he had preached defeat to an endangered people, 
his own countrymen, at a time when they needed 
all their strength. Citizenship often sinks so low 
that such a message does not want for hearers, and 
the ambitions of many are so poor that they can 
carry them out just as well in servitude and vassal- 
age as in any other condition... Victory would mean 
unheard-of costs and sacrifices, and perhaps there 
was nothing in the world which was worth all that. 
Defeat is cheap, and if one’s ideals are low he can 
still have what may be quite a h@ppy time if he 
surrenders without a struggle. So for a time men 
were cajoled into not listening to those stern honest 
voices which spoke to them of danger and costs, but 
of victory too. There was a great deal of ‘this and 
it became a sort of doctrine, fairly distinct, until 
at last men gave a name to it. They called it de- 
featism. 

It seemed for a while a quiet enough doctrine, 
until it was exposed, and then men realized what 
an. insidious thing it was. It was a philosophy of 
national life with which the worst enemy could trade 
and do business, 

And many live in such a doctrine in their personal 
lives, and even spread its poison into all the scene 
where they dwell. It may be held quietly and re- 
spectably and nobody may name it to them, but 
defeatism is their creed. Down in their hearts they 
look for the success of the wrong. They doubt if 
in the end, anything can prevent the failure of the 
right. At the best they look for nothing more hope- 
ful than that they may retard the descent, — nothing 


Tessie has recently terminated in France the 


more. If they examined their own hearts there are 
many Christians who would find that their belief has 
dwindled to something which comes to about this. 

It is good for us to get it into words if this is 
becoming the real inward attitude of our lives. Some 
have passed their lives with the feeling that all was 
against them. Life has appeared heavily overbal- 
anced on the side of failure. Temptation has looked 
to them ‘all out of proportion to the power available. 
Victory they did not dream was for such as they. 
They are like those early Christians who had not 
so much as heard that there was a Holy Spirit. A 
drawn battle, a compromise, or terms of surrender 
not too tragic or humiliating,— that was the best to 
which they looked forward. The discovery that he 
was on this side, preaching defeatism to himself — 
and so inevitably to others—has startled many a 
life back into a warm and realizing sense of how 
far he has wandered away from the truth as it is 
in Christ Jesus. 

A depressed and lonely Christian worker who 
had gone on in a treadmill round of fairly success- 
ful work felf that none the less the Gospel must 
mean something vastly more than this.. Something 
threw him out of his usual routine and into a great 
gathering of other Christian men from all parts who 
had entered into new adventures with their Saviour 
and his service, and had much to tell. All of a 
sudden, he said, everything was changed. “A ‘sense 
of victory was in the air,” and from those days he 
went back to his old task transformed and know- 
ing that he was welcome to power such as he had 
never known before. And there ensued an utterly 
new period of joy and usefulness. 

The New Testament goes wrong with us when we 
fail to catch this glow. There we find that a great 
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4 
new confidence has been breathed into sinful, defeated 
folks like ourselves. A great motive has a red; 
a new and strange resource has been opened, Men’s 
hearts are enlarged and set at liberty, Defeat is 
not the order of the day. Thanks be to G who 
iveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
eople who expected no more than merely to drag 
along are lifted into confidence. Everything is 
worth-while; “work has become an opportunity at 
every step, and even — is cast into the account as a 
ssible. resource. There is no more meaninglessness. 
hese are the signs by which men know the atmos- 
phere of the Gospel. a. 

Leaving aside the texts for a moment, let us just 
ask the general eo of ourselves whether our pre- 
vuEne tone in 1 
Faithful and sober in conduct we may be, but none 
the less we know that we do not carry the tone of 
the New Testament. We may say all the proper 
words, but they do not ring with the right accent of 
confidence, conviction, and deliverance. And say 
what you will, even, the uninstructed hearer knows 
pakoan? 4 about Chfiwtianity to know that somehow 
that ought to be its tone. The world is mystified by 
thousands of Christians who never let out anything 
that looks like a shout of victory. There is no eager- 
ness. There is nothing they care to commend to 
others, nothing they are eager to tell. Nothin 
springs, all is dragged and forced out of them, an 
hey themselves wonder as much as any that this is 
what their Christian life has come to be. It may 
have a hundred worthy traits: and marks, but the 
atmosphere of victory is gone. . 

But it is good to think of some lives that have 
never lost it and still communicate it to the rest of 
us. We hardly realized what it was we always 
took from them. They méver put it in words*to us, 
but they always gave us & sense of prevailing after 
all. They always believed that things could be done 
where others always took the position that it was 
no use. There are Christians who never believe 
anything can be done, and are over-fertile in reasons 
why. But there are others who in spirit have never 
been false to the great possibilities, They ring true 
to the great truth of victory. ; 

When one comes to think it over, this is the high 
praise he must give to Browning —that he is never 
found giving the lie to any great Christian truth. 
He handled matters in a way of his own and got at 
them as he could, but throughout he rang -true to 
that abiding sense of victory. 

“Never dreamed, though right were worsted, 
Wrong would triumph. 

Held we fall to rise, are baffled to fight better, 
Sleep to wake.” 


It was treason to doubt or belittle the great, stead- 
fast purpose which was always operative behind him 


ife may not be a tone of defeatism. ° 
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Are You Having Victory To-day ? 
“ Blessed is the man that trusteth in 





Jehovah,’ and whose trust Jehovah 
is” (Jer. 17:7). 














and, though often down, he let it breathe itself again 
into his heart, 

But let us not think of this victory under too dra- 
matic forms. Often we fail to recognize it because 
it is such a modest thing. It was a modest thing 
even in Paul’s time, but it was passing quietly from 
one heart to another, and it took a little set of peo- 
ple to whom the world never paid much attention, 
and lifted them almost in spite of themselves away 
from the dull defeatism of which those failing times 
were so full, and made of.them 2 new people and 
the beginning of a mighty host., There was eri | 
very dramatic about them, only it came to be notice 
that the world was not getting them, was not down- 
ing them as it was everybody els®, Here were peo- 
ple whom the bad times did not overcome. Victory 
is sometimes a very modest thing. In one of the 
battles of the Boer War. a Certain regiment was 
ordered to lie down out in the veldt. There they lay 
an interminable time, waiting for the command to 
rise and advance, But it did not come. Impatient 
to know what was happening and chafing at the long 
delay, at last the command came to rise. The battle 
was all over and won—in silence. 

Once again our Christianity needs that old tone 
that used to distinguish it from ail else. But there 


_are ministries going on whose tone is a tone of 


tacit defeatism. The atmosphere is wrong. A sense 
of honor will not let us keep this atmosphere any 
longer once we know what it is. We shrink from 
ever letting that be the impression we make upon 
others, even while we are working: in Christ’s name. 
We will admit our failures, but we will not be hyp- 
notized by them nor treat them as if they were all, 
and life meant this, Remembering that Christ always 
aligns himself with victory we can modestly sing: 
“Of wounds and sore defeat 
I made my battle-stay: 
Winged sandals for my feet 
I wove of my delay: 
Of weariness and fear 
I made my shouting spear: 
Of loss and doubt and dread 
And swift oncoming doom 
I made a helmet for my head 
And a floating plume.” 





Is His Case Hopeless? 


If a man, after having been a victorious Christian 
for several years, and knowing the “peace of God which 
passeth all understanding,” being tempted, yields to 
the lusts of the flesh, and knowing at the time that 
the deeds done were wrong, still sins himself, and, sin- 
ning, causes another to stumble by his sin, then comes 
to true repentance and the realization of the enormity of 
his sin, is there hope of forgiveness? ; 

Or in the light of Hebrews 10: 26-27, which reads, 
“For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the 
truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, but 
a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery in- 
dignation, which shall devour the adversaries,” is his 
place in the kingdom of God forfeited forever? 

I can fully appreciate the “sorrow and mental an- 
guish” of “A Pennsylvania Reader” who received com- 
fort in the issue of the Times for February 7, 1920, for 
I have fully experienced both. I am young, and a life 
without “the blessed hope” is not worth living. Spare 
me not as far as your rebukes are concerned, for I 
richly deserve the same. But in Christ’s name, tell 
me, please, and that quickly, if there is any Scrip- 
ture proof that I may still hope—can Christ forgive 
a sin so black from one who has known him, at least in 
part? Or must this darkness of despair be always 
mine? Have I sold my birthright for a mess of pot- 
tage, and must I at the judgment be cast out into utter 
darkness? 

May God bless you for your work for others, whether 
you can send me hope, or only condemnation.—An Ohio 
Reader. 


Condemnation is bad news, and the Gospel means 
Good News. The Pennsylvania Reader whose letter 
Was discussed in a February issue asked for “Gospel 
proof from God’s own Word” whether he could be 
restored after turning away from Christ into sin, and 
the word that was given him may be taken personally 
by this Ohio reader. For God is no respecter of per- 
sons, whatever the state of a man’s residence and what- 
ever the state of his past sinfulness from which he 
wishes to turn. This was—and is— the word: 
“Here is Gospel proof—good news proof — from 
God’s own Word: ‘If we confess our sins, he is faith- 





ful and righteous to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness’ (1 John 1:9).” 

For one who wishes, as this suffering one does, to 
turn away from sin to Christ, the whole Bible is a 
message of cheer and hope. For the Gospel is Good 
News. Whatever this passage of Scripture or that 
may mean, we can be certain that not one of them 
is intended to put a stumblingblock in the way of a 
soul seeking God. The whole Book is written for 
the purpose of taking the stumblingblocks away. 
There is but one thing that can hinder a soul from 
enjoying the forgiveness and peace that are freely 
oftered in Christ, and that thing is his own choice to 
reject the proffered salvation. 

This brother has repented of his sin and confessed 
it, and the one thing now that is keeping him from 
peace and victory is not that past sin (though that sin 
is the occasion of it), but his present doubt. It is 
not that he doubts his.own worthiness to receive for- 

iveness, for it is settled once for all that we are not 
orgiven because of our worthiness, but he is doubi- 
tng the Saviour who is able to save, who is willing 
to save, and who is telling this repentant one that he 
has forgiven him and is now once more giving him 
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There are certain fundamental literary factors that 
the Higher Critics have ignored in their consideration 
of the Bible. The Rev. Weir, lecturer in 

rabic at Glasgow University, shows this in the first 
article of the new pamphlet, “Germany and the Bible,” 
clearly pointing out the .ammense weakness of the 
modern critical position. Dr. W. H. Griffith Thomas, 
formerly Principal of Wycliffe Hall, Oxford, follows 
this up with a strong presentation of the case for in- 
spiration, setting forth the Unity, Universality, Real- 
ity, Vitality, Stngularity, and Finatity of the Bible. 
The two articles make an exceptionally powerful 
weapon against the critics. The pamphlet may be se- 
cured from The Sunday School Times Company at ro 
cents a copy, $1 a dozen, or $8 a hundred, postpaid, 
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Victofy the vefy moment that he adds to his confes- 
sion word of faith in accepting Christ’s forgive- 
ness‘and His life for present victory. 

; terrific words of warning in Hebrews and in 
other places are never intended to discourage those 
who want to seek They all emphasize the 
awfulness of those who persist in turning from the 
one Saviour, who is their one hope. e wilful 
sin referred to in Hebrews 10 is analogous to the 
sin of presumption spoken of in the Old Testament, 
and the point made in both cases is that for such a 
sin there remaineth no more a sacrifice, for the 
essence of the sin itself is that the whole system of 
sacrifice, that is, the whole plan of salvation, is re- 
jected, But even for the one who may believe he has 
committed such a wilful sin, there is good news, for 
these warnings are only for those who are persist- 
ing in the sin. 

Let us give thanks when through his Spirit we 
sone a glimpse of the enormity of sin, and the hope- 
essness of any human method of remedying the dis- 
aster. Then let us believe his word, that where sin 
abounded, there, just there, did grace abound more 
exceedingly (Rom. 5:20). 

a” 
Which God? ; 

Why did Joshua give Israel preference Of Choice be- 
tween the “gods which your fathers served that were 
beyond the River,,. . . or the gods of the Amorites, in 
whose land ye dwell” in connection with Joshua 24: 
14, 15? I am not able to arrive at any satisfactory an- 


swer. I always thought. the proposition was between 
Jehovah or these gods—A Pennsylvania Reader. 


Perhaps most Bible readers have shared the mis- 
conception that Joshua was offering the people a 
choice between Jehovah and these heathen gods. 
reading of this interesting passage shows the mean- 
ing of the discerning question of the Pennsylvania 
Reader: “Now therefore fear Jehovah, and serve him 
in sincerity and in truth; and put away the gods 
which your fathers served beyond the River, gnd in 
Egypt; and serve ye Jehovah. And if it seem evil 
unto you to serve Jehovah, choose you this day whom 
ye will serve; whether the gods which your fathers 
served that were beyond the River, or the gods of 
the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for 
me and my house, we will serve Jehovah” (Josh. 24: 


14, 15). 

The Bible never encourages the thought that Je- 
hovah our God is to be brought into comparison 
with other so-called gods, nor that our faith is to 
be spoken of in comparison with other “religions.” 
So Joshua here avoids suggesting any ‘comparison be- 
tween his God and these heathen idols.. He presents 
before them the absolute words, “put away the gods 
. «.3 and serve ye Jehovah.” “And if it seem evil 
unto you to serve Jehovah,” Joshua tells them, then 
you may take your choice between two kinds of gods. 

Dr, Melvin Grove Kyle, in the Archeological De- 
partment in. The Sunday School Times,: has pointed 
out that the “gods which your fathers served beyond 
the River” represented in general the worship of the 
heavenly bodies and gods that appealed to a high 
order of intellect, while the gods of the Amorites 
represented the religion that grovels in gross immor- 
ality and had its eyes fastened upon things of earth. 
Dr, Kyle’s study showed in a striking way that we 
have to-day these two avenues open for those who 
reject the Lord Jesus Christ. There are those who 


. seek to find satisfaction in the philosophies of men 


and have their eyes fixed upon high ideals, while 
there are those who grovel in the depths of what we 
usually call gross sin. 

This choice that Joshua put before the people 


_ brought out with great force the alternative that they 


were facing. It was a choice only for those who 
judged it evil to serve Jehovah the true God. Joshua 
lets them know what is in store for them. So to- 
day those who reject Jehovah, which means those 
who reject Christ crucified, the only Way to the 
living God, do have some freedom of ‘choice as to 
how they may use their lives. This is the reason that 
we observe in general two classes of. the unsaved, 
those who appear to be striving for high ideals, and 
those who give themselves to the satisfying of fleshly 
desires. While those who are living moral lives, 
and yet rejecting the Saviour, pm to have more 
in common with those who are children of God than 
with those who are living immoral lives, the truth 
is that both classes are equally distant from the liv- 
ing God. For they are both infinitely distant from 
him. They are both serving’ self, and it is always a 
choice between Christ and self. An unsaved man 
may be moral, but he is incapable of God’s right- 
eousness, a righteousness which springs from a heart 
the motive of whose action is supreme love to God. 

We may well be grateful that God deals with sal- 
vation in such an absolute way. Let us praise him 
that he shuts us up to the necessity of turning away 
from every other god and fixing our heart on the 
one true and living God. Not for the Israelites of 
Joshua’s day alone is it necessary to face this choice. 
One of the outstanding spiritual books of the New 
Testament, that wonderful first epistle of John, closes 
with these words spoken to Christians who had made 
the choice. of the true and living- God: “My little 
children, guard yourselves from idols.” 
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Training Belgians for Congo Missions 
By Donald G. Barnhouse 


How the Bible Institute 
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in Brussels is growing 








j 





necessity in Belgium. Little did we know how 

Géd was going to work in providing that need. 

His ways have been so marvelous that.we all know 

that it is he who has worked. There is no doubt 

in the minds of the Christian people here in Bel- 

ium that God has pitned and provided and that 

alone has accomplished what we are: seeing here. 

The Bible Institute of Belgium is an accomplished 

fact. It has been in operation for three full terms, 
the first school -year. 

In the first place, the beginning of the Bible Insti- 
tute is inseparably linked up with the Victorious 
Life message. Shortly after our organized work 
started in this country we saw the immediate neces- 
sity of a training school. There were no trained 
Belgians for our work. The work could not be 
carried. on by untrained men. There was only one 
worker here who could take up the task of training 
others. He had the necessary a himself, but 
he was more aware of the spiritual deficit in his life 
than any one else could be, and to the other people 
in the mission it was evident enough. But God 
knew all about it. He knew that before the work 
was ready the worker must be ready. He began 
to work in the life of this teacher. The school was 
Just. tw and scheduled to begin early in September. 


A'cocs of Bible training was a prophesied 


ust two weeks before that time the Spirit taught 
is great lesson that Christ is the believer’s life. 
The theory had been known and preached frem the 
pulpit and in personal work, but now the fact was 
entered into by faith. I am sure that there would 
have been no Bible Institute in Belgium to-day if 
this had not been true. 


When There Were But Six Students 


It seems so lorig ago when we look back upon 
those beginning days last September. There were 
only six students then, and one teacher. Sit at the 
front of the room with me and look at these students 
of the first term. Five demobilized soldiers and one 
young lady. You know all of the boys, they are old 
friends. Peter, Arthur, Frank, Victor, and Francois, 
The young lady is a stranger, Miss Deneker. She 
is from Pastor Blommaert’s former church in Dun- 
kerque. You can talk-to her, for she speaks Eng- 
lish very well, and French even better, while her 
native tongue is Flemish. The majority of the thirty- 
five workers in the Belgian Gospel Mission speak two 
or more languages. Look at this handful of young 
and untaught Christians. Is this the commencement 
of a movement that is to evangelize the Latin world? 

The number of students did not remain long 
at six. After the Spirit began his work in the teacher 
that August night, there came a new desire for. 
prayer into his heart, and he was led to dedicate one 
of his few rest days as a day of prayer. He was led 
to pray for many definite things in connection with 
the work, things that seemed so impossible of realiz- 
ation that he put them down on paper to remind 
him that they were Spirit-directed prayers, if doubt- 
ing days should come. Some of these prayers were 
really absurd from man’s point of view. They never 
could be accomplished. For unmistakably the inter- 
ceding Spirit was calling out in prayer for Belgium 
that there should be ten stations within a year where. 
the Gospel should be preached. But ten stations 
meant ten workers, and there were only half that 
many in the school. But the prayer for the ten sta- 
tions and the workers to man them was written down. 
The map of Belgium seemed all new. “The most 
thickly populated country in the world,” statistics 
say, and from that map seven hundred people looked 
out from each square mile — seven or eight millions 
in all, and more than ninety-nine out of each hun- 
dred in the blackness of liberalism or superstition. 

An hour passed before courage was stirred and 

faith received to write down the next prayer: “One 
hundred students in the Bible Institute for the be- 
ginning of the second year,—sixty young men and 
orty young women.” He was so startled at these 
prayers that he was afraid to tell any one else for 
more than a week; then timidly they were communi- 
cated to another, and finally to the students them- 
selves. All began to pray. 

Eight months have passed as I write this. There 
are six stations in Belgium now. Three other towns 
will have meetings before this is published, and cer- 
tainly the Lord will open the tenth door in the months 
which are yet to come. There can be little doubt 
that this prayer will be fully and’ freely answered. 

But what of the other prayer? One hundred stu- 
dents! That is the impossibility. Qne hundred young 
people ready to leave lucrative employment and to 
give their lives to the service of Christ. A laborer 
in the streets receives more money than .they can 
hope to. receive if they devote their time to the Gos- 
pel, and the high cost of living has not passed Bel- 
gium by, even if they do call it wie chére over here. 


“Het Woord-van Gott!” 


This was a shout Ralph C. Norton, holding up a 
New Testament, was uttering to crowds on the 
streets of Bruges, Belgium. "He had asked Peter, 
one of his helpers, how to say in Flemish the sen- 
tence, “ The Word from God,” and Peter had told 
him. Crowds gathered around him with amazed 
looks on their faces. Then he had Peter, Frank, 
and others give their testimonies. “I am a Bolshe- 
vist,” said one listener, “but Bolshevism does not 
bring me the peace and happiness that I see in 
the faces of these converts of yours. I believe 
you have what I have been loeking and longing 
for. But I’m not yet fully satisfied. Come to my 
house and tell’me more.” That man, his wife, and 
two children were converted. 

The Bible school which Mr. Barnhouse is tell- 
ing about here is giving instruction in the wonder- 
ful Word to a wonderful people. The Nortons 
have just ordered 230,000 new Gospels for dis- 
tribution, and ought to have $25,000 for 50,000 
New Testaments and Bibles. The Nortons are 
mow in this country. Gifts for The Belgian Gos- 
pel Mission may be sent to C.G. Trumbull, Treas- “ 

urer, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 








God is answering that other prayer, nevertheless. 
Although Arthur had to leave school because of fam- 
ily difficulties, and though Victor had to go to Switz- 
erland for several months, yet there were nine stu- 
dents for the opening of the winter term in January. 
There were three more men who had been converted 
during the war, and two young ladies, one from 
Switzerland, and one Belgian. ; 

The story of any one of these soldiers would 
make interesting reading, but let me just give you 
one incident. Mr. Kerremans was badly wounded in 
1915, and was sent to England. When he arrived 
in London on the way to the hospital he was given 
a Gospel of Matthew. When he read the passage 
that said, “Man shall not live by bfead alone, but by 
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God,” 
he had a desire to have the Word of God. - Later, 
while convalescing, he was walking about London and 
passed by a street meeting of the Salvation Army. 
He had often seen the different regiment recruiting 
bands, and he thought that it was a recruiting meet- 
ing. He did not know much English in those days, 
and carefully he spelled out the letters on the banner, 
and then asked some one in his halting English for 
which colony of England they were recruiting! 


How He “Compared” the Scriptures 


The man explained their mission, and gave him a 
New Testament in English.. He read it as best he 
could, and always was searching for one in French 
or Flemish. He went back to the Front, was again 
wounded, and agaifi sent to England. A Christian 
living near the hospital got in touch with him, and 
gave him a French Testament. Again he returned to 
the Front, and his Testament was with him. He 
was always afraid that his was not the real truth. 
He thought it was a “Protestant Testament.” 
This is the way in which he became satisfied: 
He turned to a certain passage, for example, John 
1:12, and memorized it. Then he went to some 
priest and told him that he had seen the reference 

ohn 1:12 and would like to know what it was. 

he priest would find a Bible somewhere and tell 
him what the verse was, Then he knew that at least 
that one verse was the same. He did this ten or a 
dozen times, choosing his verses from different parts 
of the Testament, and then he was sure that he had 
the truth, for always the sense of the passage was the 
same. 

So he began to read with faith, and soon he came 
to put his confidence in Christ as his own Saviour. 
He was married in France before the armistice and 
came to Brussels when he was demobilized. He heard 
of our meetings, and came with his wife, who con- 
fessed Christ as her Saviour. He lost his position 
in his cousin’s business because his wife and himself 
refused to go to mass and confession. They were 
greatly encouraged by answers to prayer that got 
his pension out of governmental red tape months 
before others were paid, and finally he decided to give 
his life to Christian work. He was one of the men 
whom I baptized last year in our first baptismal ser- 
vice, and his wife was a candidate for baptism. 

Two weeks after he entered the Bible Institute 
she died very suddenly, of influenza. During her 
last moments he tried to tell her that.she only thought 
she was going to die, but she stopped him by say- 
ing, “Talk about what you and the little one will do, 
for I am going right now to be with Jesus.” Then 
they prayed together, and she went to be with Jesus. 





Her funeral was an evangelistic meeting. A hun- 
dred relatives. and friends gathered in the hall, and 
the Gospel was presented in French and Flemish. 
There were no Christians there except the students 
of the Institute and one or two members of our 
little church, That was five months ago, and the 
young man says that he knows God’s hand was in 
the sorrow, for it has made him more free to tell 
the story of salvation. 

Another one of these new students has his face 
turned toward the Belgian Congo. Whether or not 
the Belgians evangelize the Latin world, as it has 
been thought they may do, there is little doubt 
that they will be used in their own inland empire 
in Africa. I have not yet met a Belgian who is not 
intensely interested in the Congo. Several of our 
young workers share this great interest, and are pray- 
ing that the Lord will open up the way for them to 
go out there to work for him. They have contributed 
largely to our missionary fund, with which we hope 
to send a worker to the Congo. We were all pro- 
foundly moved recently to know that the Congo wae 
interested in us also. We received a letter from the 
native church at Madouda saying that their total 
free-will offerings for the year 1919 had been 272 
francs, and they wanted it divided in half for two 
different parts of God’s work. Half went for the 
evangelization of the Jews in Jerusalem, and the 
other half was sent to us for the evangelization of 
Belgium: 

The growth of the Bible Institute did not stop with 
the winter term. The first week in April we began 
the spring term, and instead of nine students we 
had twenty-one, and there are twenty-four now. “This 
is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.” 


Praying for One Hundred Students 


Will you not continue to-believe with us in ear- 
nest ate ys that God will do this mighty thing in 
this land, and that we shall have the hundred stu- 
dents for his work? We are sure that we are pray- 
ing in the Spirit when we ask him to thrust forth 
laborers into Ais harvest, and he is always ready to 
show us greater and greater things. There are other 
teachers now, four altogether, and we hope to have 
two more from America, 

The Institute has all the ear-marks of its bigger 
and older brothers in America. Classes in doctrine, 
following Dr. Torrey’s “What the Bible Teaches,” 
which will soon be published in French; classes in 
personal work; chapter summary, Biblical introduc- 
tion, preparation of Gospel talks, and other subjects 
which are adapted for local needs, such as a class 
in the doctrines and dogmas of the Roman Church 
and how to meet them, 

We were rejoiced recently to have a letter from 
a girls’ Bible class in Los Angeles with a check for 
the support of one of our girl students, and a like 
check comes every month. This girl has classes in 
three different Sunday-schools’ (one of which is a 
Thursday school), carries the Gospel into hospitals 
and into many homes, and in fact is doing the work 
of a Bible woman. Would you or your Sunday- 
school class like to have one of our colporteurs, 
Bible women, evangelists, or students to support? 
Thirty-five dollars a month will pay the entire ex- 
penses of an evangelist or colporteur giving full time 
to the work, who will put the Word of God into the 
hands of scores or hundreds of peoele each week 
who have never read from that ord before; if 
we have our hundred students you will have te do 
your part in this way. 

Mrs. Norton has a very lusty music course, and 
it is good to -hear them sing some of these wonder- 
ful French hymns. How these Belgians can sing! 
When we first came here we were often kept aie 
until the small hours of morning listening to the street 
songs of passing soldiers who were celebrating the 
joy of the home coming after war. But now we 
are hearing the Belgians at their best. Last night 
in a meeting that was overflowing not only with 
numbers but with real joy in the Lord, you should 
have heard them sing,—these students who are the 
first wave of a flood that shall carry the Gospel not 
only to the Latin world, and the Congo, but to other 
lands where their mother tongues are predominant, 
Madagascar, Tunis, Algeria, the Dutch Indies, Indo- 
China. They sang with scores of Christians who are 
saved and who know it, in our half, where only eleven 
months ago we held our first meeting in Belgium. 
This was the hymn which they sang with such power 
and joy: 

“Jusqu’a la mort, C’est notre cri de guerre,” 


“Until death,’ that is our battle cry; the free ay of 
a redeemed people. And until death we will have 
for our banner Thy blood-stained Cross, oh, thou 
resurrected Christ.” 


BrusseEts, Betcrum. 
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| The Victorious Life 


Under this heading in frequent issues:of The Sunday 
School Times will be found announcements of forthcoming 
Victorious Life Conferences, agere of Conferences already 
held, teaching, and incidents about, and testimonies from, 
those who have accepted the free gift of Victory in Christ. 


Calendar of Conferences 


The Victorious Life Conferences are all interdenomina, 
tional. There is no enrolment fee, and the work is en- 
tirely dependent for support upon the voluntary offerings 
of God’s people. Programs for the summer conferences 
may be had from Victorious Life Testimony, 600 Perry 
Building, Philadelphia. 





First Conference, Cedar Lake .......ccsescseseees August 14-20 
Second Conference, Cedar Lake ...........0seeee8 August 21-29 
Dr. y, R. C. McQuilkin, H. B. 


. J. Ramee 
Dinwiddie, the sew. Duncan Thomas, Mrs, J. Har- 
vey Borton, B. F. Culp, and missionary speakers 
(The Rev. H. D. Campbell, 123 W. North Avenue, Chicago.) 


Far Eastern Conferences 
Peitaiho Leaders’ Conference (China) .........0.++. Aug. 15-26 
Several local institutes during September. 
(The above dates for the Far East conferences may be 
shifted slightly; they are published s0 that Sunday School 
Times readers thay pray for them.) 


ve 
Nuggets from Conference Speakers) 


“When a man is born again, he is made a news 


creation in Christ Jesug. And he is not built in 
sections. He is all born, free-born, fully born, Spirit 
born, and Spirit-filled. This is normal regeneration.” 

“The man who points to the weakness of his flesh 
as a reason for sinning is casting Christ out alto- 
gether. For the reason that Christ needed to come 
as a Saviour was just because of that weakness of 
the flesh.” 

_ “Sin is the wrong use of right powers. That 
is the only way that a man can sin.” 

Sin is abnormal to man. For man was man be- 
fore he was a sinner. When sin entered he became 
less than a man.” 

“The Bible never says, ‘When a Christian sins.’ 
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It says, ‘If a Christian sins.’ The first makes sin 
a necessity, the second recognizes sin as a possibil- 
ity. For a Christian to say ‘When I sin,’ means 
that he is not trusting Christ for. victory.” 


“Victory means that it is possible to live continually 
in freedom from irritation, impatience, jealousy, and 
all indications of the self life.” 

_ “Sin is insubordination to God. That is all that Satan 
did when he sinned: And every time we sin, we do 
just what Satan did.” 

“God is not trying to tell us a thousand and one 
things, but to tell us one thing in a thousand and 
one ways.” ; 

“The fulness of the Holy Spirit is but another 
way of expressing the truth of victory in Christ. 
For the work’of the Holy Spirit is to enthrone Christ 
in the life,” 

“Christ is our life in the sense in which we were 
dead without him, and in no other sense.” 

“God calls a man righteous when He makes him 
righteous, for the simple reason that God tells the 
truth. When God called the light out of darkness, 
the light came. When God calls the dead alive, the 
dead does not stay dead.” 

“One of the secrets of continuing in victory is 
growing in grace. ° Normal growth starts when we 

egin to trust Christ fully for victory.” 

“The very moment that a life is fully yielded to 
Christ, that moment Christ has received the life and 
is meeting every need.” 

“I believe Christ is able to do this for me. I 
believe Christ is willing to do this. Both of these 
stop short of faith. Faith says, ‘I believe, and there- 
fore I know, that Christ is giving me victory. For 
he is able, he is willing, and all that remains is for me 
to be willing. And I am.’” 

“Jesus conquered the devil without his consent. 
He conqueredethe world without its permission, There 
remains but one person whom he must conquer in 
order to make victory yours, and that person is you, 
the only one that Christ will not conquer without 
his consent.” 

“The cleansing of sin through the blood of Christ 
is the condition of fellowship with him, and walking 
in the light. Always the cleansing must precede the 
fellowship, for God is light and in him is no dark- 
ness at all.” 





Taking Christ into College Amusements 


What recreations are right for a 
Christian student ? 


4 


By J. A. Morris Kimber 








Our Lord at Cana-of Galilee showed how gladly he enters into our entertainments. 
the last in the series dealing with a Christian college student’s probl 


This article is 
, by «@ Christian college student, 





a Master of Arts of one of the greatest of our Eastern universities, and who as student or teacher has 

been connected with four different institutions of learning. The other articles in the series were: 

“* When the Time Comes to Go to College,’’ in the issue of June 12; ‘* What College Organiza- 

tions Shall He Join >’’ June 26 ; and ‘‘ Shall He Go in for College Dramatics ?’’ July 10. The 

complete series may be had from The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Phil- 
adelphia, in attractive booklet form for twenty-five cents. 


66 HAT shall we do, then?” I suppose_ the 

Christian student is tempted to ask. It is 

a natural question to ask, for some of the 
attractive conventional college activities are barred, 
we have found, to the student who wishes to main- 
tain a close ‘touch with his Lerd, and who at the same 
time wishes to win his fellow-students. But com- 
romise does not pay —even though this compromise 
o made with good intentions. God can use the un- 
compromising, unflinching Christian to a far greater 
degree than the one who argues that the only way 
to reach men is to get down on their level, and as 
a result takes backward steps in his own Chris- 
tian life in order to be where other men are. Our 
Lord’s example is the one for us to follow. While 
mingling with people all the time, never once did he 
do anything, which would allow his touch with the 
Father to be interrupted to the slightest degree. Never 
once did he compromise, in order to be down on the 
level of sinning men. 

The emphasis, however, must not be a negative 
one. No student need go to college taking it for 
granted that all activities are wrong unless proved 
right. Let us rather, in college or in life, enter into 
the activities of our friends until we find something 
to be a hindrance to-our life or service. And in 
college many activities remain which are not in any 
way definite hindrances to the Christian’s life. 

tthletics stand high in the estimation of every 
college student. Unfortunately they stand so high 
With most students that only a few almost profes- 
sional stars aspire to them. But it seems to be safe, 
sound advice to give to every student, to urge him 
to get into athletics. It is true that very few can 
make "Varsity teams. It is also true, however, that 
nearly every faithful worker makes good in some 
line. Even if he does not make a team, he has the 
opportunity to have a very good time, to keep his 


body in’ good health, and to gain the respect of his 
companions, — for the steady, hard-working “scrub” 
is everywhere respected. 

Some objections have been made to Christians’ 
participating in athletics. “The men are rough, swear- 
ing fellows,” we may hear. Possibly it is true that 
athletics sometimes draw the rougher crowd; pos- 
sibly it is true that wrong motives sometimes prevail 
on the field, unsportsmanlike tactics carried on with 
the approval of coach or captain; but no compro- 
mise is ever really necessary, and usually a Chris- 
tian has a real opportunity to show his Christianity 
quickly and convincingly on the athletic field. Hav- 
ing “gone out” for sports, he has won the regard of 
many other men, whose lives he may easily influence 
if he is faithful. 

Amusements and recreations of other kinds are 
also open to the “called out” college man. Sometimes 
the work of the musical clubs affords opportunities 
for real instruction and pleasure. Nearly every col- 
lege has its glee club, and many have also a mandolin 
or instrumental club. Training in musical lines may 
come from this work — but at any rate the rehearsals, 
concerts, and tours are usually looked back upon as 
“big times” in college life. 

Of course we meet possible difficulties here, as in 
everything else. A Christian may have to take a 
definite stand against some step taken by a glee club, 
just as he will have to take a*stand against wrong 
wherever he finds it. There may come the time when 
the Christian has to refuse to sing the vulgar or the 
sacrilegious song — the song which as a true, earnest 
Christian he cannot sing and keep his communion 
unbroken. But often a word to the director may 
clear this matter up, and the song be omitted from 
the program, or the objector be excused from par- 
ticipation. But, there being nothing inherently wrong 
in musical club work, and no compromise being nec- 
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essarily involved, thoughtful, prayerful participation 
in an activity of this kind may lead to genuine op- 
portunities for service which might come about in 
no other way. Only when it does become evident that 
compromise is inevitable should one resign, — for ex- 
ample, if the club insists on Sunday concerts, fur- 
nishing music at dances, and so on, so that the mem- 
bers are all involved if the club accepts the engage- 
ment. 

One’s amusements sometimes take on a different 
character. Some students enjoy recreation of an 
intellectual character. The literary society, mentioned 
before, furnishes an excellent field for this sort of 
exercise. Nearly every college has one or more 
of these organizations. The programs consist of 
debates, talks on various subjects, training in parlia- 


" mentary procedure, and similar work. Many of these 


societies are making a real contribution to the life of 
their colleges, for the members’ interest in their 
studies is anuelty increased as they discuss academic 
subjects in a voluntary way. The members, too, are 
benefited by learning to express themselves.. The stu- 
dent who feels a drawing to the ministry may ac- 
quire ease in public appearance and ability in speak- 
ing which no amount of study could otherwise give; 
for if a man can speak acceptably to a group of col- 
lege men, and to college men who know him, he can 
speak almost anywhere. And so there would seem 
to be no mistake in suggesting that “called out” col- 
lege students look up the literary society er societies 
in their colleges. 

It is a significant fact that~ea Christian’s amuse- 
ments are often most satisfactory if they are limited 
chiefly to the old, permanent types of amusement. 
The simple game of chess with one’s room-mate is 
just as satisfactory as the more novel but less per- 
manent game, or the game which is associated chiefly 
with gambling or other forms of sin. The Satur- 
day hike, or the short evening walk after study in 
the evening, is far better in many ways than some 
exciting but less wholesome evening at the movies. 

Most college students find that learning to play 
some musical instrument is a source of great pleasure 
—to themselves, at least! Groups gathered in dor- 
mitory rooms in the evening often spend hours in 
wholesome entertainment, when a guitar or two, and 
a mandolin or ukelele leads them along from song 
to song. And when a hike or a picnic is in order 
a musical instrument is almost indispensable! Some- 
times even a small Victrola changes the whole char- 
acter of a student’s leisure time, particularly when 
friends drop in. Sacred selections can, of course, 
be secured for Sunday use. 

A hobby often proves a source of entertainment to 
college men. The man who takes an interest in 
photography, for example, or wireless telegraphy, 
will find kindred spirits among his friends, and op- 
portunities to develop his ideas in a way he could 
probably not do at home. Some hobby which yields 
exercise is especially valuable; and where it takes the 
form of gymnasium work, tennis, or volley ball, the 
profit is increased. Swimming pools are available 
in most colleges, while playground instructors are 
everywhere in demand. Affother form of hobby, and 
a very valuable one, is journalism. College papers 
usually offer a fine field for the efforts of those who 
enjoy work of such a nature, or who wish to enter 
this field after graduating. The “called out” student 
mgt by all means take his hobby to college with 

im. 

_ Our Christian student must watch and pray. Hav- 
ing been born again, he lives a new life. A new life 
means new amusements. A Christian man can get 
his greatest joy by giving joy to others. His recrea- 
tion must such as is pleasing to God, helps to 
make body and mind alike better tools for his Mas- 
ter’s use, and aims to take care that others are not 
caused to offend. If we can pray the blessing of our 
Lord upon og & step we take, he will guide us, will 
keep our steps from paths of evil, and will use us to 
bring his Gospel to those with whom we mingle da 
by day. s 
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Are You Reading Dr. Smellie’s Books? 


RESPONSE to numerous requests from readers 
who enjoy the deep spirituality and exquisite 
style of Dr. Alexander Smellie’s weekly lesscn arti- 
cles, The Sunday School Times has secured a supply 
of one of his best devotional books, “The Well by 
the Way” ($1.25). The reason for the wonderful 
comfort that Dr. Smellie’s writings afford to so 
many, he himself unwittingly mentions in the post- 
script of this book. There it is stated that there 
is no attempt to expound a theology, but simply to 
record an experience. The intimate personal means 
so much more than the abstract theological. Dr. 
Smellie has had the personal experience, and he knows 
how to convey it in simple, heart-gripping language. 
The experience he sums up in three words — Dis- 
content, Vision, Christ. The complete agreement with 
Victorious Life teaching is plainly evident. 

There are also at hand a very few copies of “In 
the' Hour of Silence” ($1), a book of daily medita- 
tions for a year, and “Men of the Covenant” (St), 
a large volume containing accounts of the Scotc 
Covenanters, 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By Howard A. Banks 


Getting Started in Class , 

HEN the young Victoria learned that she had 

become Queen of England, the first thing 

she did was to ask the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury to pray for her (Illustration Round-Table, 3). 
Governing is serious business. Its burdens often 
leave premiers and presidents physical wrecks. Sol- 
omon realized its seriousness, and not only began 
his reign with prayer, but with a prayer very much 
to the point (vs. 8,9). He sets’ an example that 
the man elected to the presidency of the United States 
this fall may well follow. 


Our Background Material 


In the books of Kings we see the kingdom united 
(1 Kings 1:1 to 12:15) and the kingdom divided 
(1 Kings 12:16 to 2 Kings 25:30). They chronicle 
events covering a period of 444 years, from B, C. 
921 to 477. They begin with — David, who gives 
his name to the dynasty, and end with the king of 
Babylon, under whom the times of the Gentiles be- 
gin when Israel is wholly and hopelessly apostate. 
They open with the temple built, and close with the 
temple burned. The characters of_the kings are 
tested by the standard of David. 


The Lesson Itself 

The references, except as otherwise noted, are to hes- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain paragraphs in those articles will help in 
- quickly locating the references. 

Israel rejected Christ when he came qrmching 
“the kingdom of heaven is at hand,” because he taught 
that primarily it had to be based on righteousness. 
Their desire was simply to have Caesar’s yoke over- 
thrown, and _ replaced by their own rule in power 
and glory. Solomon recognized the need of making 
righteousness the foundation stone of his kingdom, 
and his conference with his dying father doubtless 
confirmed him in his conviction that the kingdom 
could not be’ successful until it was purged of su 
treacheries as Adonijah exhibited, the duplicity of 
Joab, and other evils.. David had been too infirm 
of purpose as the representative in Israel of the jus- 
tice of Jehovah, due, alas, no doubt, to a realization 
of the fact that it would seem inconsistent for a man 
who. had been so guilty as he had been to be severe 
with others. Sin closes the mouth that should speak 
in warning and rebuke’ and ties the hand that should 
punish guilt. Joab was a red-handed murderere He 
had shed blood for most unworthy purposes, for 
which he deserved the death penal imself. But 
he was closely related to David, and David had made 
him his agent in the murder of Uriah, and possibly 
for these reasons he dreaded to execute him. That 
the cursing of the king by Shimei deserved punish- 
ment is pointed out by Dr. Griffith Thomas ( I, 2). 
Mrs. Askew has a helpful paragraph commenting on 
the events that lead up to to-day’s lesson. 

Amnon is dead (2 Sam. 13:29), Absalom is dead 
(2 Sam. 18:14), and probably Chileab (2 Sam, 3: 3). 
David passes by Adonijah, his fourth, and oldest 
surviving son and therefore heir presumptive, to 
Solomon in choosing his successor. He doubtless 
realized that Solomon was the best fitted of all his 
children to succeed him, but he had a better reason 
even than that, for Solomon was God’s choice, as 
Dr. Thomas points out (I, 1). 

David is seventy tg of age, and Solomon nine- 
teen at the time of this lesson. That affinity marriage 
that Solomon made in his most promising beginning 
has an ominous note. God had expressly commanded 
his people to eschew intermarriages with heathen 
nations, and this was the entering wedge of evil 
that promeet disaster to Solomon ere his reign was 
ended —this marriage with Pharaoh’s daughter. 

No doubt the daughter of Pharaoh demanded to 
be allowed to worship according to her own heathen 
rites, and we may perhaps see a second false step 
on the part of Solomon in permitting worship in Ne 
places (3:1-3). In Deuteronomy 12 God foretold 
that he was to have a central place of worship for 
himself, and forbade the erection of altars here, there, 
and everywhere. And in Leviticus 26:30 he forecast 
the outburst of his fury upon the “high places” if 

~Israel persisted in having them. Worshipping in a 
high place was not in itself sinful. Abraham built 
an altar on a high place, and God accepted the sac- 
rifices offered there. But.God did not accept the sac- 
rifice_ offered by the apostate Jeroboam from that 
very same high place, because the temple had then 
,been built. Jeroboam was openly antagonizing the 
true religion by commanding worship at Bethel (1 
Kings 13:1-5).. Abraham also built an altar on 
Mount Moriah at the time God tested his faith in 
connection with Isaac (Gen. 22). Laban and Jacob 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





LESSON 9. AUGUST 29. BEGINNINGS OF SOLOMON’S REIGN 


1 Kings 1:1 to 3:15 


: Golden Text.—The fear of the Lord, that is wisdom ; 


And to depart from evil is understanding.—Job 28 : 28 





Devotional Reading; Psalm ror. 

Primary Topic : Solomon's 
Lesson Material: « Kings 3: 4-15. 

j Mowery Verse : Wisdom is better than rubies.— Prov. 8 : 11. 
Lesson Material : sKings3:455 

, er we pi DES 3: 9- a . 

Tense tor Young People sad’ Adsl; "Tree Wisdom and How. to 
Additional Material: Prov. 4:1-8; James 1: 5-8; 3: 13-18. 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
sson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
1 Kings 3: 4-15 


4 And the king went to Gibeon to sactifice there; for 
that was the great high pl a th d burnt-offerings 
did Solomon offer upon that altar. 5 In Gibeon Jehovah 
appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, 
Ask what I shall give thee. 6 And Solomon said, Thou 
hast showed unto thy servant David my father great lov- 
ingkindness, according as he walked before thee in truth, 
and in righteousness, and im uprightness of heart with 
thee; and thou hast kept for him this great lovingkind- 
ness, that thow hast given him a son to sit on his throne, 
as it is this day. 7 And now, O Jehovah my God, thou 
hast made thy servant king instead of David my father: 
and I am but a little child; I know not how to go out or 
come in. 6 And thy servant is in the midst of thy people 
which thou hast chosen, a great people, that t be 
numbered nor counted for multitude. § Give thy servant 
therefore an ‘understanding heart to judge thy people, that 
I may discern between good and evil; for who is able to 
judge this thy “great people? 

1@ And the speech pleased the Lord, that Solomon had 
asked this thing. 11 And God said unto him, Because thou 
hast asked this thing, and hast not asked for thyself *long 
life, neither hast asked riches for thyself, nor hast asked 
the life of thine enemies, but hast asked for thyself under- 
standing to ‘discern justice; 12 behold, I have done accord- 
ing to thy word: lo, I have given thee a wise and an 
lunderstanding heart; so that there hath been none like thee 
before thee, neither after thee shall any arise like unto 
thee. 13 And I have also given thee that which thou hast 
met asked, both riches and honor, so that there ‘shall not 
be any among the kings like unto thee, all thy days. 14 
And if thou wilt walk in my ways, to keep my statutes 
and my commandments, as thy father David did walk, then 
I will lengthen thy days. 15 And Solomon awoke; and, 
behold, it was a dream: and he came to Jerusalem, and 
stood before the ark of the covenant of Jehovah, and offered 
up burnt-offerings, and offered peace-offerings, and made 
a feast to all his servants. 

1Heb. hearing. *Heb. heavy. *Heb. many days. ‘Heb. 
hear. ®Or, hath not been 
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sacrificed in this way (Gen. 31: 51-55), and Gideon 
(Judges 6:25, 26); and Manoah (Judges 13:19) of- 
fered acceptable sacrifices on such places. But after 
the building of the temple the prohibition of the use 
of high places (Deut. 12: 11-14) in the Mosaic law, 
came into effect, and these places became identified 
with idolatrous practises. 

But in spite of these regrettable failures, Solomon 
was in earnest (Dr, Thomas, I, 3), and “loved Je- 
hovah” (verse 3). God accepts his wonderful sac- 
rifice on that tremendous scale at Gibeon as signifi- 
cant of his intense earnestness and sincerity. It cer- 
tainly was not meant by Solomon to be mere formal- 
ism. It was as he sacrificed thus that God met him 
(Dr. Smellie, 1). 

Another quality of heart that pleased Jehovah ap- 
pears in Solomon’s prayer when he confesses him- 
self to be but a little child. The youth had not been 
swept off his feet by his father’s praise when David 
twice called him a wise man (2:6-9). Literally it 
was for a “hearing heart” (see Dr. Smelfie, 1) that 
the king asked. Have we a heart that listens to 
the Spirit’s voice as he indicates God’s will to us 
% , Rei 

f d made the ants, the squirrels, the bees, and 
the spiders so wise in their ways, surely he wants 
to make his people wiser than they. This is Mrs. 
Bryner’s- excellent suggestion for beginning the les- 
son with the little folks, and it might be mentioned 
that Solomon’s wisdom included a marvelous knowl- 
edge of natural history (1 Kings 4:33). 


The Truth that Is Golden 


What wisdom was in the Old Testament, as ap- 
pears so oemingly in Job and Proverbs, is de- 
scribed by Dr. Smellie (2, 3). Solomon was the 
wisest man the world ever saw until the coming of 
Him who could say of himself, “A greater than Solo- 
mon is here” (Matt. 12:42). We who live in this 
day of grace learn that wisdom in the New Testament 
is spelled with a capital letter and is a Person (Dr. 
Smellie, 4, 5). Paul calls Christ the “wisdom of 
God” (1 Cer. 1:24), and again he speaks of “Christ 
Jesus ... who is made unto us wisdom from God.” 
He who accepts the Lord Jesus Christ has a greater 
wisdom than Solomon, for he who was greater than 
Solomon abides in us and lets us abide in him 








through surrender and trust. Jehovah was with 
Solomon; Jesus is in us! We live in a day of 
greater privilege than Solomon. How are we using 
our wisdom? 


Teaching Points J 

God cannot impart to us the “dynamite” of his power 
and the wonder of his wisdom until we let him make 
his strength perfect in our weakness. What is our 
choice? Instances illustrating “the solemn power of 
choice” are given by Dr. Thomas (III, 4). 


Solomon had wisdom from some source before 
he got his greater wisdom from God. What was 
that source? David must have learned a lesson about 
raising children as the result of his great sin, and 
while it was too late to change the characters of the 
neglected Absalom and Amnon, he is successful with 
Solomon, and he had evidently taught the boy that 
there is something far more valuable than riches 
(Mr. Ridgway, 1; Mr. Howard). 


There is a wisdom of the world which was mar-., 


velously exemplified in such men as Aristotle, Plato, 
Socrates, and Solon. It is good as far as it goes. 
It produces philosophers and scientists. But in 
addition to this wisdom which man can acquire for 
himself from the study of nature and life, there 
is the added wisdom which consists in “the revealed 
things” (1 Cor. 2:10) —“the things which God hath 
prepared for them that love him,” and “the deep 
things of God.” They are so transcendently won- 
derful that human reason alone cannot grasp them. 
“The things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit 
of God, but,” wonderful to say, “God reveals them 
unto us by his Spirit” (1 Cor. 2:10, 14, Illustration 
Round-Table, 2). 


Questions for Study and Discussion 


What did David mean when he prayed that Solo- 
mon might have a perfect heart? (Dr. Thomas, in 
The Heart of the Lesson.) 


Was Solomon’s severity in the beginning of his 
reign as pleasing to God as his prayer? (Mrs. Askew, 
2.) : 


What is the difference between knowledge and wis- 
dom? (Dr. Thomas, III, 5.) 


How can we get wisdom? (Dr. Thomas, III, 6.) 
PHILADELPHIA, 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, A.M., Ph.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 








THe PRINcIPLE oF CoMPARISON.—Train pupils 
to make comparisons and to detect significant 
likenesses and differences. 











— significance of the choice of wisdom by Sole- 
mon when he might have chosen long life or 
riches becomes at once apparent when we compare 
him with the young men of our own day. Why is 
is that only one in a thousand gets a college educa- 
tion? Is it due to lack of opportunity, or to lack 
of desire? Why is it that of those who do go te 
collége so many have their major interests in the 
athletics or the social functions? Is it that intel- 
lectual interests do not make a serious appeal to the 
youth of our day? Again, of those who are sincerely 
devoted to the more serious purposes of education 
how many are recognizing the value of that wis- 
dom the beginning of which is the fear of the Lord? 
Solemon stands m direct contrast with many young 
men of to-day; first, in that multitudes of them are 
living for “money and fun” only. A smaller per- 
centage are seeking for knowledge, but “knowledge 
and wisdom, far from being one, have ofttimes ne 
connection”; so that in the second place Solomon 
differs from these ndt only in the object sought but 
in the Source from which he sought wisdom.. There 
are entirely too many teachers of youth who have 
not themselves learned the only Reservoir of- supply 
for him who lacks wisdom, and their pupils can 
hardly be expected to discover it unaided. 

There are other comparisons that will naturally 
be suggested, but there is one we might be glad to 
escape were it not for its warning lesson. It is 
the one between the young king who sought to walk 
in the ways of his father in truth and righteousness 
and in uprightness of heart, and this same king when 
the Word says he “did that which was evil in the 
sight of Jehovah, and went not fully after Jehovah 
as did David his father.” 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





Time.—Beecher gives 1021 B. C, 


I. The Lesson’s Main Message 
The Necessary Action (chap. 1 A 

seventy (2 Sam. 5:4), and Adonijah’s attempt. is 

perhaps natural because he was the eldest surviving 


1). David was 


son (2 Sam, 3:4). This action necessitated prompt 
measures, which Nathan the prophet soon took. 
David had probably seen that Solomon was the 
fittest to succeed him, and in addition he had prom- 
ised this to Bathsheba. Joab was not straightfor- 
ward, though his failure to see which way to go 
was surprising in so.shrewd a man. Solomon was 
not merely a‘ehoicé ef David, but of God (1 Chron. 
22:9; 1 Kings 2:15). Zadok is called the priest 
as the one about to take the place of Abiathar (2: 
26). Benaiah became eon successor as commander- 
in-chief (2:25). Gihon means a spring, but its 
actual locality is not known. It seems to have been 
a public place. The riding on David’s mule would 
be proof of royalty (2 Sam. 13:29), and the anoint- 
ing symbolized the divine commission (1 Sam. 16: 
13; 2 Sam. 6:17). It is clear that the choice of 
Solomon was popular (v. 40), and Adonijah soon 
saw that opposition was useless. Solomon was quite 
ready to protect his brother if he proved his sin- 
cerity. (1) 

The Earnest Appeal (*¢1-12). Then David gave 
his parting instructions, and special comparison should 
be made between this and the fuller account in 1 
Chronicles 23-29. Personal faithfulness to God was 
first emphasized (vs. 2-4). Then commands were 
given with reference to Joab, and the sons of Bar- 
zillai, and Shimei (vs. 5-8). These do not indicate 
anything vindictive of David, for Joab had shed 
blood, and blood-revenge was considered to be per- 
manent. Yet David ought to have dealt with this 
matter himself, but he was apparently too weak 
(2 Sam. 3:39). So also as to Shimei; David’s solemn 
oath still remained unbroken (2 Sam. 19: 21-23), 
and the cursing of the king was too serious to be 
overlooked (Exod. 22:28). (2) 

The Divine Assurance (3:1-5).. The first three 
verses summarize several of the events of Solomon’s 
reign, especially pointing out some of the causes 
of his later decline, but notwithstanding the fact 
that from the very beginning there were evil forces 
counteracting those of good, Solomon was in earnest 
in regard to his personal life (v. 3). And soon after 
his accession, God graciously manifested himself to 
Solomon at Gibeon, six miles northwest of Jeru- 
salem. The tabernacle and altar were there because 
no temple existed as yet in Jerusalem. The visit 
was apparently a ‘public act of worship at the be- 
ginning of his reign. By means of a dream, God 
invited Solomon to ask for what he needed. Dreams 
and visions were used by God from time to time 
(Gen, 15:12). It was a splendid opportunity for 
Solomon to choose what was best, and the way in 
which God frankly made the offer seems to suggest 
that he knew Soloman could be trusted to choose 
aright. The result is seen in the remainder of the 
chapter. Solomon quickly recognized the situation, 
and God was pleased with his réquest and granted 
him that and very much more besides (vs. 6-15). (3) 

Devotional Reading : Psalm 101. Notice the seven 
resolves in verses I, 2, 3, and 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8. The 
Psalmist first ‘says, “I will,” and then, referring to 
others, says, “he shall.” The entire Psalm would 
be appropriate for the circumstances of the com- 
mencement of Solomon’s reign. ' 

Books.—The Pulpit Commentary on 1 Kings (Funk 
and Wagnalls, New York, 51 vols., $2 a vol.; sold 
only in sets), Vol. 5 of Dr. A. B. Simpson’s “God in 
the Bible” (Alliance Publishing Co., New York, $1) 
Dr. C. S. Robinson’s “From Samuel to Solomon’ 
(American Tract Society, New York, $1). 


ll. Additional Material for Teachers 


As nothing is given under this heading, it is im< 
portant to study the connection between 1 Kings 
and 2 Samuel. The latter book closes historically 
with chapter 20, the last chapters being appendixes 
and not in historical order. Kings should also be 
compared with 1 Chronicles 23:1 to 29:24. There 
were two anointings of Solomon. Beecher divides 
1 Chronicles 29:22 in two parts, as also does the 
American Version, and shows that 1 Chronicles 23: 
I to 20: 22a gives the account of the first, while 29: 
22b-24 records the second, the latter being a_ brief 
summary of the story found in detail in Kings. 
The reign of Solomon is recorded from 1 Kings 1: 
3 to 2:11 (nine years), though the entire period of 
forty years is manifestly incomplete. Practically no 
dates are given, the record taking the*form of sub- 
jects rather than chronological order. Thus in chap- 


ters 3 and 4 we have Solomon’s wisdom and pros- 
perity; chapters 5 to 7, the preparations for building; 
chapter 8, the dedication of the Temple; chapters 9 
and 10, his foreign relations; chapfer 11, his sin, his 
three enemies, and the close of his reign. 
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Ill. The Graded Topics 


1, Intermediate and Senior: Choosing the Best 
Things. In all ages the solemn power of choice has 
been prominent in life, and indeed life in some re- 
spects is nothing else than a series of choices, This 
constitutes the difference between animals and man, 
for the latter can deliberately choose by the exercise 
of the will. Joshua urged the people of Israel to 
choose (Josh. 24:15), and Elijah told the people 
that they were not to halt between two opinions in 
following either God or Baal (1 Kings 18:21). 
Other choices in Scripture are Lot’s (Gen. 13:11), 
Esau’s (Heb. 12:16), and the people’s (Luke 23: 
18); and this power of choice is put before us all 
= it is important to choosé the best (Luke 10: 
42). 
Solomon recognized that God’s offer was vital 
to him and his life. In view of his father’s experi- 
ences, Solomon was very conscious of his need and 
in a beautiful spirit of ‘self-distrust said, “I am but 
a little child.” Whatever was his age, these words 
express his humility and modesty. His great re- 
sponsibilities necessitated special knowledge and wis- 
dom, but Solomon realized, above everything else, 
his dependence on God, and so he prayed for the di- 
vine gift of “an understanding heart.” This is the 
supreme secret of choice, putting God first. 

2. Young People and Adults: True Wisdom, and 
How to Get it. (1) What is true wisdom? Knowl- 
edge refers to understanding, the possession of in- 
formation, and the capacity to appreciate it. Wisdom 
refers to the practical application of knowledge to 
ordinary life. Thus wisdom is both intellectual and 
moral, because while knowledge refers to the mind, 
wisdom must necessarily include the feelings as well. 
We cannot make an application of what we know 
without in some way expressing our preferences, and 
thereby indicating a moral attitude. Wherever wis- 
dom is seen in the Bible, especially in Jo band Prov- 
erbs, where it is so prominent, the element of moral 
action is‘always included. Just as the “fool” of the 
Bible is not merely (as with us to-day) the man 
who does not know, but the man who wall not know, 
so wisdom is not only for the man who is intellectu- 
ally informed, but the one who is capable of applying 
in a right way the knowledge he possesses, (8) 

(2) Then comes .the question as to how this wis- 
dom is to be obtained, and we must think of it just 
as Solomon did, as coming from God (James 3:17). 
This divine wisdom becomes ours by means of prayer 
and the Bible. (a) In prayer we seek wisdom from 
God, just as Solomon did (James 1:5); (b) then 
from Scripture, the fount of divine wisdom, we learn 
God’s will, and thus know what we ought to do (Col. 
3:12). Those, therefore, who give special attention 
to the Bible and wait upon God in prayer will never 
lack wisdom to know and do his will. (6 


IV. The Heart of the Lesson 

David prayed that his son might have “a perfect 
heart” (1 Chron. 28:9). What is the meaning of a 
heart that is “perfect”? The word “perfect” never 
refers to sinlessness, but always and only to sim- 
plicity and sincerity. The following seem to be the 
elements of “a perfect heart,” for which we,- too, 
ought to pray. 

1. A Heart at Peace with God. This necessarily 
comes first because of our need of reconciliation 
through sin (Rom. 5:13 Eph. 2: 13-17). 

2. A, Heart YVielded to God. This means the sur- 
render of ourselves to God as those who belong to 
him (Rom. 6:13; 12:1). 

3. A Heart Upright before God. This means that 
everything we are and do is to be constantly before 
God as we live our life in his presence (Gen. 17:13 
Phil. 1: 10). ui 

4. A Heart Prepared by God. This is the work of 
the Holy Spirit, who possesses us as we surrender 
ourselves to God: 

V. Leading Questions 
a advantages had prepared Solomon for king- 
ship 

What was the most important point of David’s 
advice to Solomon? (2: 1- 5 

What did Solomon’s prayer show? (3:9.) 

What is the meaning of the wisdom granted to 
Solomon? (3: 12.) 

. What has the New Testament to say about “wis- 
om”? 

What is the value of wisdom? (Prov. 3: 13-15.) 
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The Prophecy in This Lesson 
By Howard A. Banks 


[t IS risky for men to venture to prophesy events, 
i but sacred prophecy not only foretells events, 
often giving minute details, but six times it has given 
the names of notable personages before birth. olo- 
mon was one of these. So David informed Solomon 
when he said to him, “The word of Jehovah came to 
me, saying ... Behold, a son shall born to thee, 
‘who shall be a man of rest; and I will give him rest 
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from all his enemies round about: for his name shall 
be Solomon” (1 Chron, 22: 8, 9). 

s prophetic name-giving occurs four times in 
the Old Testament and two in the New. In the Old 
Testament the names were given through men, and 
in the New Testament by angels. The instances are: 
Isaac (Gen. 17:19), Josiah, 300 years before birth 
(1 Kings 13:2), Solomon (as noted), and Cyrus, 
the latter 137 years before his birth. In the New 
Testament: , the Baptist (Luke 1:13), and Jesus 
(Luke 1: 31). 

_The spirit of prophecy comes upon Benaiah, and 
his prayer for Solomon and the greatness of his reign 
was a prophetic petition (1 Kings 1: 37). 

And another significant prophecy is fulfilled in 
1 Kings 2:27, when Abiathar, a descendant of Eli, is 
deposed from the priesthood (comp. 1 Sam. 2: 31-35). 
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The Principal Thing 
By the Rev. Alexander Smellie, D.D. 


F ANY of you lack wisdom, Says James, let him 
ask of God. , 


When we seek, He comes, It was as Solomon 
sacrificed in Gibeon that the Lord appeared. He 
meets the suppliant soul; and we. cannot approach 
him, in adoration and self-forgetfulness, without his 
response to our petition and request. Whether the 
vision tarries or answers our entreaty immediately, 
it is sure; and there are no disappointments for the 
heart that really waits on God. When we sleep, he 
is near. In the darkness and silence of the night he 
spoke with Solomon. Those who live in communion 
with him through the day will discover that he 
hallows their very dreams. While he slept, Andrew 
Bonar was busy making a new Greek word —a blend 
of Kurios and kairos—to express the seasonable 
mercies of the Lord. And, again, he thought it was 
the Judgment; but across the sky, in great letters 
of gold, he saw written the Latin superlative, Poten- 
tissimus, and he knew and was persuaded that Christ 
was Most Mighty to save. When we are helpless 
God helps. ecause Solomon felt and confessed 
himself to be a little child, his Lord gave him a wise 
and understanding heayt. Only let us acknowledge 
our ignorance and our inability, only let us bring him 
a broken and emptied vessel, roe | he will be our 
Teacher and our All. “Being in doubt I say, Lord, 
make it plain, which is the true safe way, which would 
be vain.” And to all such broken and clinging souls 
he does make it plain. When we put first things first, 
he blesses us with other things. There is always 
his “Also”—And I have also given thee that which 
thou hast not asked. We sit at a full table, we re- 
pair to an overflowing fountain, we have escaped 
from drought and barrenness into life and abun- 
dance, when God is ours and we are God’s. (1) 


The Wisdom of the Old Testament, the Wisdom 
of which the Book of Proverbs has so much to tell, 
is a many-colored gift and treasure. It is a jewel 
like the opal, gleaming with various tints and hues. 
It is a star like Sirius, whose radiance is now yellow, 
now red, now clear sapphire blue. 

Sometimes it means a trained intelligence. It is 
that hearkening habitually to conscience, that watch- 
ing of the ways of God in providence and in his- 


tory, that dwelling often in the company of the 


Book of books, which will enable us to discriminate 
between things that differ and to approve things that 
are excellent. Sometimes it means a spiritual dis- 
cernment. Evil comes to us masked in a specious 
dress, like the false Florimel of the Elizabethan oet, 
“formed of purest snow in massy mould congealed.’ 
But to have the wisdom which is from above is to 
be furnished with the talisman and touchstone which 
equip us to detect and defeat “the enchanted damsell.” 
Sometimes it means-a heavenly discipline. It may 
spell sorrow for our quivering flesh and our sensi- 
tive heart. But if it conforms us to the will of God, 
and shapes us into fit instruments for his use, these 
are the chief ends of life; and for such possessions 
no payment is too costly. Sometimes it means a 
quiet meditativeness. Little good is achieved, and 
much harm may be wrought, by leaping into the 
breach, rashly, impulsively, without reflection. If 
we are slower, we shall be more sure. -We must 
pause to think. We must be patient and heedful. We 
must sit down first, and count the cost. And some- 
times it means the readiness to weigh all things in 
the scales of the sanctuary. Not what is pleasant to 
us, but what is glorifying to God—that we should 
choose. Round the natural world we are to see 
the world which is spiritual and eternal, and through 
it our heart and brain are to move continuously. (3) 

So we gain the goodliest heritage, when we ask 
and receive wisdom. 


A greater than Solomon is here. In New Testa- 
ment days we write Wisdom with a capital letter. 
It is a synonym for the Lord Jesus Christ. (4) 

The death of Christ is Wisdom transcendent, Wher 
this Lamb is slain, this Blood sprinkled, our destrut- 
tion is victoriously driven away. Better than all 
efforts and penances of our own, is the cross where 
our sin is blotted out, and our everlasting righteous- 








. 









Lesson for August 29 
1 Kings 1:1 to 3:15 


ness is prepared. The Life of Christ is 
Wisdom enthroned and_ personified. 
Let him dwell in power in the citadel 
of our being; and the coming of so great 
a Friend, and the government of so holy 
a King, will cleanse us, will garrison us, 
will multiply our strength, will bless us 
exceeding abundantly above what we ask 
or think, The Word of Christ is Wis- 
dom writ large. Illumination is in it, 
guidance, help. “I began to consider 
with myself,” Bunyan says in “Grace 
Abounding,” “that God hath a_ bigger 
mouth to speak with than I have a heart 
to conceive with.” How true it is! The 
Christ of the Bible adapts himself to all 
our emergencies. The will of Christ is 
Wisdom, the safest and the best. Some 
of his people resemble the lark, singing a 
clear and untroubled song in the morn- 
ing sun, and then sinking back to its nest 
in the grass. Others of them resemble 
Noah’s dove, tossed with tempest, and 
finding no shelter in the waste of waters. 
But whatever he decides for us is right, 
and the olive-leaf plucked from the flood 
may be more desirable than the rapture 
of the hymn at daybreak. “Ill that he 
blesses is our good.” 

When we pray. for a wise heart, we 
really go beyond Solomon; because we 
pray for more, and ever more, of Christ. 


‘ 


CARLUKE, SCOTLAND, 
ye 


_ Reading Suggestions on the_ 
Lesson of Two Weeks Hence 


HE following books and pamphlets on 

the lesson of September 12, The Glory of 
_ Solomon’s Reign (1 Kings 10: 1-13, 23-25), 
will be found useful. 

The suggestions are here given in advance, 
so that there may be time for ordering. Sec- 
tion I mentions works from various pub- 
lishers, and will he found, two weeks later, 
in Dr. Griffith Thomas’ lesson article. Sec- 
tion II describes publications of The Sunday 
School Times Company. 

I. The Pulpit Cotamentary, 1 Kings (Funk 
and Wagnalls, New York, 51 vols., $2 a vol.; 
sold only in sets); Vol. 5 of Dr. A. B. Simp- 
son’s “God in the Bible” (Alliance Publishing 
Ca., $1); Dr. C. S. Robinson’s “From Samuel 
to Solomon” (American Tract Society, $1). 


Il.. The section on 1 Kings in “Your Study 
Bible,” by John Weaver Weddell, D.D. ($1), 
contains a thoughtful enumeration of a 
dozen of Solomon’s great» qualities and of 
the glories of his reign, and in coftrast, 
an equally careful study of his faults and 
weaknesses. Excellent material for this les- 
son may also be found in the book espec- 
ially recommended in last week’s suggestions, 
“Analytical Outlines of the Old Testament,” 
compiled by Margaretta M. Haig (75 cts.). 
Both books are published by The Sunday 
School Times Company, Philadelphia. 


ie 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 
School Times three full months in advance 
of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they mor not be considered at all. o not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for five cents in stamps. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 
Short illustrations, of from 75 to 150 words 
are greatly preferred. Line J will be accepted 
ahead of ger ones equally good. 
Illustrations on other verses than the 
Golden Text are specially desired, and will 
stand a better ch pt than 
illustrations on the Golden Text. 


On Whose Side?—Keep the charge of 
Jehovah thy God, to walk in his ways, 
to keep his statutes, and his command- 
ments (2:3). On one occasion Mr. John 
Burns and Mr. Lloyd George took a 
few hours’ leave from their arduous 
work at the House of Commons and ran 
down to a popular seaside resort. There 
they met a gentleman (who tells the 
story) and his son, who was just honte 
from college, and the four walked along 
the promenade. After the visitors had 
returned to London the young man told 
his father how greatly he had enjoyed 
the walk, and how aver and well-in- 





formed his companion was. “And, 
father,” he said, “we had been talking 
about the game of life, and he asked me 
if I was playing it well. I told him I 
was trying to do so, and he said quickly, 
‘Are you on the side of the Great Cap- | 
tain — Jesus Christ?’ And I told him I 
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meant to be, and so I do, father.” The 
father then told his boy that his com- 
panion was Mr. y= George.—From 
the Sunday School Chronicle. Sent by 
J. A. Clark, Leicester, Eng. (1) ' 


Too Much and Too Little.—Solomon 
loved Jehovah, walking in the statutes 
of David his father: only he sacrificed 
and burnt incense in the high places (3: 
3). An old colored woman was describ- 
ing a young member of her church as 
having “jes’ ’nough r’ligion to make her 
miser’ble—too much to be happy at 
dances, an’ too little to be happy in 
pra’r meetin’.” There is no peace in 
the borderland.—+From the Sunda 
School Chronicle, Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Leicester, Eng. 


Garfield’s Boyhood Testimony.—And 
Solomon doved Jehovah cs 3). When 


he.climbed up Mount Greylock one day 
with some of his companions and spent 
the night on the mountain-top. Seated 
around a camp fire they sang college 
songs and told stories all the evening. 
At length Garfield took a Testament out 
of his pocket and said, “Boys, it is my 
custom to read a chapter before going 
to bed and have a prayer. Shall we 
have it together?” And they all did— 
From the Sunday School Chronicle. Sent 
by Mrs. M. Watts, Streatham Hill, Lon- 
don, Eng. 


After the Attack.—IJ am but a little 
child (v. 7). -After the. “all clear” 
sounded from the first gas attack he ex- 
perienced, Daniel A. Poling says, “I 
went back to my blankets and without 
realizing I dropped to my knees. .Later 
I realized with a shock that as I had 
knelt in the dirt by my roll-up, I had 
prayed in the simple words of my child- 
hood the verse that I learned with my 
face buried in the calico that covered 
the holy knees of my mother: ‘Now I 
lay me down to sleep ...” As I lay 
there in the crowded dark, with the 
angry noises all about, I knew that no 
other prayer could have expressed more, 
or reached farther.”—From the Chris- 
tian Herald. Sent by Ruth K. Gaylord, 
Terryville, Conn, 


What Is Your Best?—Give thy ser- 
vant therefore an understanding heart 
(v. 9). In a certain factory for textile 
goods part of the instructions set up in 
the workroom read: “If your threads 
get tangled send for the foreman.” One 
of the workers, a diligent and busy wo- 
man, got her threads tangled, and she 
tried to disentangle them, but only made 
them worse. After that she sent for 
the foreman. He came and looked. Then 
he said to her: “You have been doing 
this yourself.” “Yes,” she replied. “But 
why did’ you not send for me, accord- 
ing to instructions?” he asked. Rather 
sullenly she answered, “I did my best.” 
And with that tact which a real leader 
should possess he said quietly, “Remem- 
ber that doing your best is sending for 
me.”—From “Failure and Recovery.” By 
the Rev. Harrington C. Lees. Sent by 
the Rev. J. Lyall, Alsask, Sask., Can. 
The prize for this week is awarded to 
this tllusiration, (2) 


Her First Request.—The fear of the 
Lord, that is wisdom (Golden Text). 
It is told that early.in the morning on 
June 20, 1837, the Archbishop of Can- 
terbury and the Lord . Chamberlain 
hurried to Kensington Palace to inform 
the young Princess Victoria that her 
uncle, King William IV, had passed 
away, and that she was now the Queen 
of England; as soon as they made known 
their errand, the eighteen-year-old Queen 
‘turned to the Archbishop of Canterbury 
with the request, “I beg your Grace to 
pray for me.” The three knelt down 
together, and prayed that grace, strength, 
and wisdom might be given to her 
throughout her reign. Is it any wonder 
that her reign was so prosperous and 
blessed, and Queen Victoria so beloved 
of all her people?—Sent by Rev. T. De 
or Rayner, Watford, Ontario, Can. 

- We 


For a thorough understanding of the 





events of the Old Testament you should 
have the keen “Analytical Outlines of 
the Old Testament,” sold by The Sunday 
School Times Co., at 75 cents. 








Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





BEGINNINGS or 
SOLOMON’S REIGN 





Garfield was a lad at Williams College, |- 














Chap. 2: j- 


Suggestions for Using Little Jetts in Class 


The ‘incidents immediately leading up to 
and following Solomon’s accession 
crown form one of the most interesting, if 
not one of the most thrilling stories in his- 


Look at the persons in this story: David, 
now grown too old and feeble to be alert to 
important events transpiring 
capital; Adonijah, heir presumptive, cool, cal- 
the mighty Joab, of old, 
now fallen and a traitor to the king; Nathan, 
the wise prophet who matched wits with a 
clever schemer and beat him at his own 


played her part to perfection; Benaiah, King 
David’s mighty man, 
who could say “Amen” at the proper time; 
Zadok, the priest, who had his oil ready in 
the horn, Solomon, favorite son-of a favorite 
wife, the young man who was crowned king 
started a brisk housecleaning almost 
before the ceremonies were over; and last 
but not least, King David’s mule! 
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the reports of witnesses) the man who got 
astride of that mule first was king. 

Here are cabals, intrigues, plots, and coun- 
terplots, seemingly shifting the fate of a 
nation back and forth like a feather on the 
fickle breeze, but all working out in the 
— the thing which God designed should 
e. 

Of course, the great lesson in to-day’s text 
is Solomon’s wise choice of wisdom above 
all other gifts from the Lord, but teachers 
will find that a rapid run through the 
events suggested by the Little Jetts will 
make a fine prologue, getting the pupils 
interested and making them the more ready 
for the big truth. 

Clip scenes, paste on cardboard, and dis- 
tribute to pupils with request that they 
come prepared to describe them as called 
for by number. 

Save scenes for Review Sunday. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Bones of a Good Talk.—Ask what 
I shall give thee (v. 5). For a prayer- 
meeting talk a good topic would be “Two 
God-led" Statesmen.” Solomon, the wise 
young king who headed Israel for its 
“run into the ground,” and Nehemiah, 
the wiser young subject who “pulled 
Israel out of the hole.” You may re- 
member when the Babylonian king said 
to the sad-faced Nehemiah, “What would 
you like me to give you?” Nehemiah 
put up the prayer, “God, what shall I 
ask him for?” (Neh. 2:4.) When Solo- 
mon had his opportunity he was just 
as wise. Yet Solomon in all his elooy 
in the span of his own life is one of the 
monumental failures of history, and 
Nehemiah in his shirt-sleeves, one of the 
monumental successes, — rebuilding and 
restarting the ditched nation. Solomon’s 
“glory” loosened his grip on God. Ne- 
hemiah’s work tightened his grip on 
God. So go to it, Doctor, ond, let us 
have a fine talk on “The Wisdom that 
Wears.” So go to it, Deacon, let us 
have a few remarks on the “Business that 
Builds.” Isn’t it a pity Solomon could 
not continue as he began? Just suppose 
he had stayed in the Sunday-school liquid 
with real religion instead of solidify- 
ing by his prosperity into a mere pillar 
of Mt. Zion First! I am writing this 
note on a little steamer going along the 
coast of Maine. We are passing many a 
palace-by-the-sea. “David” got the ma- 
terials all ready for many of these 
houses in which “Solomon” is living, but 
I did not see Solomon at the little church 
we worshiped in last Sunday. The con- 
gregation was mostly native. 


The Chickens.—Give thy servant there- 
fore an understanding heart to... 
discern between good and evil (v. 9). 
Isn’t that your prayer? “An under- 
standing heart,” to know a good invest- 
ment and a bad investment? By the 
way, how many who claim to belong 
to the royal family of heaven ever con- 
sult the King in regard to investments — 
or much else? How many of you fel- 
lows ever ask God whether or not you 
shall accept that tempting offer of a 
job at Buffalo or Baltimore? The other 
day Reddy Sanders gave up a $150 job 
in Coatesville to take a $250 job at Spar- 
row’s Point.. “Go slow, old man,” I 
counseled, “as Mother Ridgway says, ‘If 
you throw a good job over your shoul- 
der you can’t turn around quick enough 
to pick it up again.’” In a month Reddy 
was back in Coatesville hunting a job. 
“Why, hello, Reddy! Thought you were 
in Baltimore?” “Consarn it,” said Reddy, 
“no one but a heathen can live in a 
Sparrow’s Point swamp.” Now if Reddy 
had exercised his privilege as a Chris- 
tian, God would have revealed to his 
judgment that bigger pay often means 
unfavorable’ conditions. While the un- 
derstanding heart tells us that the roll- 
ing stone gathers no moss and the sitting 
hen gathers no fat, it also says true 
worth calls men up higher. In Coates- 
ville fine jobs with the big pay are al- 
most every one held by old residenters 
who are sitting hens. But they are 
not the mongrels of the barnyard. There 
are Episcopalian Golden Orpingtons, 
Methodist White Leghorns, Baptist Mus- 
covys, Presbyterian Games, Congrega- 
tional Plymouth Rocks, Lutheran Wydan- 
dottes, United Brethren R. I. Reds, 





Quaker Bantams, Catholic Dominics — 
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all — ribbon birds! (Matt. 23: 37; Psa. 
50: 11. 

The Machinery.—Because thou ... 
hast not asked ...fiches...nor... 
the life of thine enemies ... but under- 
standing (v. 11). What God values for 
a man is not riches. God has not the 
least objection to your getting rich. Abra- 
ham was enormously rich. So was Joseph. 
loved a very rich young mah. 

hat God values is the “power plant,” 
and not the “stream line” and the ten- 
inch epnoteinry the plate glass, and the 


varnis ile these are all beautiful 
and desirable, they do not get you any- 
where. It is the inside wor standi 


under” the hood and “standing under 
the tonneau that make the getting home 
sure. Character and not riches. What 
you are, and not what you have, is 
what God is concerned about. God reads 
hearts as men read faces. God desires 
that his children sh«{f understand. How 
discouraged Jesus fised to get with the 
obtuseness of his disciples. “O foolish 
men, and slow of heart,” he cried (Luke 
24:25). And look at those friends and 
neighbors all about us who have such 
hard and unhappy times getting along. 
These discontented ones can understand 
how a man in the mill is in continual 
“hot water” if he is not a, with his 
boss, and they cannot understand that 
a man in the world must expect noth- 
ing but trouble if he is not right with 
the Proprietor. It will be noted that 
Solomon by desiring undegstanding was 
to have all other good’ atided to him. 
But also Solomon failed to keep his un- 
derstanding standing under. » Conse- 
quently there was nothing for the crown 
prince to climb up on when Solomon 
in all his glory slept with his fore- 
fathers. (1) 


CoaTESVILLE, PA, 
- 
From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we pray that in thine own good way thou 
wilt create in us the childlike spirit. May 
we not be fond of our own wisdom or im- 


aginations. May we not be sure of our own 
judgments, but exceedingly distrustful of 
self. Give us, we beseech thee, great sensi- 


tiveness to thy word, and eagerness for 
thy wisdom in everything that comes to us 
for decision. Guard us, we pray thee, from 
the blunders into which human wisdom so 
easily falls, and may we have no care about 
the things that do not count, but a due sense 
of the necessity for an understanding heart 
as we take up our daily work, of whatever 
sort. We thank thee for the assurance of 
thy readiness to meet this central need of 
ours, and we thank thee that thou art meet- 
ing it even now as we pray. In Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
. After the Lesson.—In all your “wish- 
ing” games, what are you likely to put 
first? When you stand out doors in the 
twilight and watch for the first star and 
Cwish,” what sort of things do you 
usually ask for? . Well, if you were to 
answer this question aloud, there would 
be ever so many kinds of answers com- 
ing from all over the room. But really 
now, how many of us do you think would 
be asking for what Solomon asked — 
an understanding heart? Why, a great 
part of Solomon’s wisdom was to be 
found in the fact that he knew how 
little he knew, and how much he needed 
God. No man is wise who does not 
know that he needs God and that he is 
just a little child in his knowledge. Do 
zon remember Whittier’s poem, “The 
rayer of Agassiz”? He pictures the 

learned man standing on the seashore, 
and as a teacher explaining to the youth 
with him that they had come in search 
of truth, “trying with uncertain key 
door by door of mystery.” And then he 
goes on to say: 

“*By past efforts unavailing, 

Doubt ard error, loss and failing, 

Of our weakness made aware, 

On the threshold of our task 

Let us light and guidance ask, 

Let us pause in silent prayer!’ 


“Then the Master in his place 
Bowed his head a little space, 
And the leaves by soft airs stirred, 
Lapse of wave and cry of bird 

Left the solemn hush unbrokea 

Of that wordless prayer unspoken, 
Wiile its wish, on earth unsaid, 

Rose to heaven interpreted.” 
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Would you like to be as wise as Sol- 
You could have the best 


omon 


rt 
of his great wisdom if you will ask God 


to give you that which 


Solomon put 


first in his asking. Will yeu do it? t 


us pray. 
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CHOOSING EALTH 


WHICH FIRST ? 











Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Welcome the Sabbath, sweet day of rest.” 
“OQ worship the King, all glorious above.” 


“Jesus calls us, o’er the tumult.” 


“T am happy in the service of the King. 


“I’m a pilgrim and I’m a “stranger.” _ 


“Jesus Saviour, pilot me.” 


“All hail the power of Jesus’ name.” 


“Day is dying in- the west.” 


(References in 
trical Psalm Boo 
also some other 


arentheses are to the met- 
set to music, including 
arts of Scripture, “Bible 


Songs No. t. published by United Presby- 
r 


terian Boa 
Psalm 119 : 9-16 (239 : 1-3) 
Psalm 34 : 11-22 (79 : 1-3). 
Psalm 72:1-17 (153 : 1-3). 
Psalm 60: 1-12 (125 : 1-3). 
Psalm 132: 1-18 (268 : 1-g). 


of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.) 











[ Department Helps 


For the Primary Teacher 


By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON Teacuinc.—Wisdom is one 


of God’s good gifts. 


Before the Story—Let us talk of somé 
of God’s creatures to whom he has given 
great wisdom, so that they can make or 


do hard thin 


S. 

What pe oa nll God has given to the 
birds to build their nests of different 
kinds for their homes in the bushes, 


trees, or grass! 


The ants are wise builders, and gather 
their food to store it away for winter’s 








use. The squirrels are wise enough to 
gather nuts for i 
People talk about “Busy Bees” be- 
cause they teach wise habits: 
“How doth the little busy bee 
Improve each shining hour 
And gathers honey all the day 
From every opening flower. 


“How skilfully she builds her cell! 
How neatly spreads her wax! 

And labors hard to store it well 
With the sweet food she makes.” 


Have you watched a spider patiently 
spinning its web? Let us sing 
“All things bright and beautiful, 
All creatures great and small, 
All things wise and wondertul, 
The Lord God makes-them all.” 
(Carols, Leyda Publishing Co., Wapello, 
Towa, 35 cts., postpaid.) 


If God made birds, insects, and ani- 
mals to be so wise, surely he wants his 
people to be wiser than they. The Bible 
teaches that “The fear of the Lord is 
the beginning of wisdom.” God allows 
people to choose whether to be wise 
and good, or foolish and wicked. Which 
did Prince Absalom choose to be? Re- 
view briefly the story for August 15. 
A wicked son makes a sad father, but 
a good son makes a glad father. 


Lesson Story—After the death of 
Absalom and his burial in a pit in the 
woods under a heap of stones, David 
and his friends returned to Jerusalem. 
Because David was growing to be an 
old man he wanted to choose which 
one of his sons should follow him as 
king. Prince Solomon was not the eld- 
est son, but he was a good man and 
David’s favorite. Mention Bathsheba’s 
request and Nathan’s reminder that Sol- 
omon was to be king (1 Kings 1: 15-17, 
22, 30, 31). Describe the procession 
(vs. 38-40). 


The people shouted, God save King] 


Solomon. The other princes came to 
greet him. ‘David had been king forty 
years. He called Solomon and said to 
him, My son, you must be strong and 
show yourself a man. Keep God’s way. 

Solomon promised. Not long after 
this King David passed away and was 
buried in the City of David, which was 
named for him. 

Solomon loved God and prayed that 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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“The fear of the Lord, that is wisdom; 
And to-depart from evil is understanding.”—Job 28 : 28. 
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he would lead him in right ways. God 
was ready to guide Solomon wisely if 
he would . 

Solomon planned a great feast and 
sacrifice for the ship and honor of 
God. That night a vision came to him, 
and Solomon rd God’s voice say- 
ing, Ask what I shall give you. Solo- 
mon said, As you have kind to my 
father David, be kind to me also (read 
chap. 37-9) 

was pleased because Solomon 
asked for wisdom to guide his le 
aright. God said, I will give ou what 
you have asked and more besides, I will 
add riches and long life if you remem- 
ber to obey my commandments. There 
shall be no other king like you while 
you live. 

Altho it was a dream, when Solo- 
mon awoke he went to the tent of wor- 
ship and stood before the ark of God 
which his father, King David, had 
brought to Jerusalem. There King Solo- 
mon worshiped and thanked God. 


After the. Story—It was long, long 
ago that Solomon asked God for wis- 
dom, but there is a promise in the Bible 
which belongs to you and me: If an 
of you lack wisdom let him ask of God, 
who gyem to all men liberally (or gen- 
erously). Very often children need to 
choose between things which are wise 
or foolish, When father and mother 
are near we may ask them; but God 
is always near us, ready and willing to 
teach us what is wise. If time permits 
Daniel’s wise choice may be mentioned 
(Dan. 1:17). 

_Many people choose pretty things like 
silver and gold, jewels and pearls or 
precious stones. King Solomon had all 
these things, but in his book of wise 
sayings, which has been kept in the Bible, 
he wrote these words, Wisdom is better 
than rubies. 


Closing Prayer—Dear Lord, guide us 
each day and help us to choose 
things which are wisest and best for us. 


PeortA, Ix. 
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My Class of Girls 


By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
I. Outline of Adonijah’s attempted 
usurpation. 
2. David’s last acts and death. 
3. The beginning of Solomon’s reign. 


— history of this lesson is both ins 
teresting and important for our 
young rls, and can be quickly out- 
ined before the lesson text is discussed. 
Appoint two girls to tell this history 
from two viewpoints; first, Adonijah’s 
attempt at usurpation; second, David’s 
successful control of it as his last kingly 
act. In even an outline of these facts 
many questions will arise in the minds 
of the girls as to the right and wrong 
of these deeds, and they must be met 
with frankness and fairness. But im- 
press upon the girls the unfairness of 
judging either these men or the Bible 
record of them upon a partial -knowl- 
edge of the events. Help them to make 
sure that they know what the Book has 
to tell us about it all before they at- 
tempt to discuss it. Also help them to 
notice the absolute truthfulness and fair- 
ness of the record, and judge the men 
by the standards of their own times 
and revelation, not by ours. And last 
of all help them to judge these events, 
as all others of all times, by God’s 
revealed standards of righteousness. Se 
ought they to read Bible history as well 
as all other. (1) 


1.. Adonijah’s’ plot to usurp the throne, 
in his father’s extreme old age and 
feebleness, lacked the cunning treachery 
that had marked Absalom’s, but it was 
none the less a rébellion against his 
father’s known-wish, which was based on 
God’s known will. He believed in 
the “divine right” of kings to enjoy 











.all the pomp and show of kingly position, 


but had little grasp on the real busi- 
ness of ruling, even for his own selfish 
ends. He seems to have made no secret 
of his plans, but only te have excluded 
those whom he knew to be loyal to his 





father’s wishes, thinking to put through 
his ambition without interruption or, 































































































Lesson for August 29 
1 Kings 1:1 to 3:15 


violence because he believed his father 
too feeble in will as well as in body to 
check him. The men who were willing 
to help him carry out his plot — violent 
oab, false Abiathar, and the rest of the 
ing’s sons —are worth noting, but still 
more noteworthy are the ones he omit- 
ted so carefully, Zadok, Benaiah, - and 
Nathan. Shimei was evidently a man 
so well understood to be*a hypocrite in 
character that even Adonijah preferred 
not to trust him. 

2. It was Nathan the preshet. ever 
zealous for Jehovah’s will to be done, 
who started the plan that blocked Adoni- 
jah. And knowing David as he did, he 
chose just the right person to arouse 


his flagging energy and interest. He 


reported the whole affair to Bathsheba, 
who in her turn, jealous for the prom- 
ised honor for her son Solomon, re- 
ported it to the king. -See how care- 
fully the two, the prophet-and the queen- 
wife, planned together to arouse the 
king to action, — an instance of the right 
kind of wisdom used in the-right way to 
gain the right end, very different from 
the wily secrecy of Absalom, or the blun- 
dering false policy of Adonijah. There 
is not the least reason to doubt Nathan’s 
word that David had long ago selected 
Solomon to succeed him as bem | David 
did not refute it, nor did Adonijah him- 
self, fen he tried to circumyent it. 
The people also seemed to have been 
aware of this choice; at least they were 
readily willing to abide by it, and to 
confirm it. 

Adonijah’s abject fear when frustrated 
_is what we might, expect from his pom- 
pous self-esteem, and certainly Solomon 
gave him a fair trial, “on good behavior.” 

3. Now comes the more difficult part 
of the question, Solomon’s severity in 
dealing with these enemies, the first acts 
of his reign, and David’s. dying charges 
to that end. After getting the facts in 
mind through the assigned work of \a 
third girl, let the judgment wait till 
after chapter three is in view, for there 
we find that the young king had done 
nothing to cut off, God’s favor, though 
there is no direct word of approval or 
disapproval of these deeds. Solomon 
showed a depth and fineness of choice 
in this initial case that proved that his 
heart was right, fixed on the highest 
and truest standards of rulership —on 
God’s own standards at the beginning 
of his reign, however he may have de- 
parted from them afterwards. The key 
to his real desire is given to us in the 
marginal reading for verse 9; it was a 
“hearing heart” that Solomon wanted 
one that could hear God’s voice in all 
the affairs of his life and kingdom, that 
God’s way might be his way of ruling 
God’s people. Over this choice the heart 
of God rejoiced. (2) 


Home Study 


Read 1 Kings 3 to 7 for more of this 
interesting history. 
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Say,. Fellows — 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Head-work to win the game. 
Discussion: Which is better—a little 
skill with good judgment; or plenty of. 
skill and no judgment? What are the 
benefits of wisdom? 

Objective: Here is a prize to be had 
for the asking: reach out and take it. 











S*%: fellows, you know very well a 
fellow has got to use his head to 
play the game. He may have a lot of 
skill, a lot of energy, and all that, but 
they don’t amount to much in the long 
run without head-work. I knew a big 
league pitcher who had a wonderful as- 
sortment of curves, drops, and straights, 
with all kinds of speed, but his head 
was weak. I have seen him pitch a 
double-header to victory and two hours 
later he was too drunk to stand up. The 
manager had to change catchers three 
times that afternoon. 

Not one nor two men could hold those 
terrific straight drives through two games 
—his pitching literally Pattered the 
catchers to pieces; yet John Barleycorn 
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made a helpless idiot out of him within 
thirty minutes ~after the enthusiastic 
rooters carried him off the ball grounds 
on their shoulders. Of course that could 
not last long. He had strength and he 
had skill, but he was weak at headquar- 
ters, and admitted an enemy which stole 
the treasure and nipped in the bud what 
might otherwise have been a brilliant 
career. Just when he should have stood 
at the top of the list, he lay on top of 
the scrap pile instead, — cast aside as un- 
fit to play the game. It was a sad story. 

Now that was a remarkable prayer 
for Solomon, the_rich young king, to 
make. He asked for wisdom, — for good 
seenent, v-- know how to pick out 

is course of action under all circum- 
stances, Solomon had all kinds of vigor 
and speed and camels and gold and ser- 
wants, to,say nothing of being king of 
the realm. Everybody was praising him 
and there were men to run before him 
and men to run behind him. There was 
nothing to keep him from being very 
cocky; nothing to keep him from think- 
ing he knew it all. Then the Lord ap- 

ared and told him to ask for whatever 

e might want and it should be given 
him —and lo! this young fellow asked 
for “an understanding heart,” that he 
might judge between good and bad! Just 
about the last thing you would think he 
would name. 

That request pleased the Lord very 
much —so much that he gave Solomon 
not only what he asked for, but also 
riches and honor and long life, for which 
he did not ask. 

God is saying to each one of you fel- 
lows to-day, “What willyou have?” Sup- 
|pose the big league pitcher had answered: 
“Lord, you have already given me a 
good right arm and the skill to pitch 
a ball so hard and so straight, or so 
crooked, that I am going fast to the 
+top of my profession; but give me also 
wisdom and an understanding heart that 
I may use wisely the. gifts I have; and 
that — not in the pride of success 
or the foolishness of vanity allow 
thoughts and acts and habits to come 
into my life which will keep me from 
being a success—ia success in the high- 
est sense of the word.” Then you would 
have heard said: “He is truly a wonder- 
ful pitcher, but oh, what a man!” 

I tell you, fellows, no matter what 
you may have in the way of wealth, or 
of skill, or of friends, or of good looks, 
or of “good luck,” none of these will 
stand up long unless you have got an 
understanding heart to go along with 
them, and there is but One who can sup- 
pif it. Fortunately for you and for me, 
he is ready right now to add that won- 
derful thing to our life @quipment. 

Let’s put in our application without 
waiting another minute. 

Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read r Kings 5:1 to 8:66 

Why didn’t David, instead of Solomon 
his son, build the temple? (1 Chron. 17: 
1-4, 11-15.) 

Where did Solomon get some specially 
fine building material? (2 Sam. 5.) 

How long did Solomon take in-build- 
ing the temple? (1 Kings 6:38.) ~ 

Where is the temple in which God 
| really lives? (1, Cor. 3:16, 17.) 

New York Crry. 





L Children at Home 





Moving Day 
By R. B. 


“y ES, the moving time has come, and 
it is quite a serious business, I 
assure you. Our family has lived here 
so long that it seems as if several gen- 
erations and their belongings had to be 
packed and unpacked, and carted and 
carried.” 

“You have been here a good while, 
haven’t you, Mrs. Brayton?” said little 
Mrs. Dean, who had kindly come over 
to help her neighbor in this very busy 
time. 

“Yes, it’s nearly sixty years since 
my grandfather moved here, and things 
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will accumulate, you know, when a fam- 
ily stays in one house that long. It’s 
‘little box, big box, bandbox, and bundle,’ 
sure enough, now. And we have a good- 
sized family, you see, with half a dozen 
children, and the youngest twins. Not 
that that makes much difference, though,” 
She added with a laugh. 

Just then the kitchen door flew open, 





and in rushed the twins. They had 
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been down along the creek and the mill 
race for a last visit before they left 
their old home. 

“Oh, mother,” said Fred, “do you 
think you have a big family to move? 
You ought to see the moving we have 
just seen, about ten dozen children, and 
all of them twins! Weren't they, Kitty?” 

“Yes, indeed. And, mother, it was 
such fun to watch them. They weren't 





How I Got Spot Cash 
For My Real Estate 





A Plan that Worked Like Magic— Brought Big Price After 
Agents Failed— Cost But a Few Dollars— And 
Saved Agent’s Commission of $122.50. 





am pur home was a mile from the 
car-line, and it was another 
two miles down town after 
having reached the car-line. 
caremmssinerentens ecgeemrg 4 we lived in town, 
ut not having a car, we 
2 were not much better off 
than if we had been living 
mes § in the country. 

“We wanted to sell and 
get ‘closer in,’ but repeated 
efforts, thru real estate agents, were of 
no avail, as it seemed each time a pros- 
pective buyer was discovered, he was 
directed to something better eventually. 

“After having given up all hopes, an 
advertisement of the Simplex Plans for 
Selling Real Estate came to our attention. 
We got them and followed them. They 
worked like magic, and sold our place 
for exactly one-third more than it had 
cost us.” 

The above enthusiastic statement as to 
the quick, easy, and profitable results ob- 
tained from using the Simplex Plans, is 
only one of many received from all parts 
of this country, as more thay 5,000 prop- 
erties, of all kinds, throughout the United 
States and Canada have already been 
sold by this marvellously successful sys- 
tem. 


The Simplex Plans for Selling Real 
Estate are as far ahead of the old meth- 
od of marketing property, as the modern 
motor car is ahead. of the ox cart of our 
forefathers. 


They are the crystallized, systematized 
knowledge of the world’s most. success- 
ful real estate salesman’s twenty years’ 
experience, during which time he dealt 
with thousands of buyers and sellers in 
all parts of the country, made thousands 
of experiments, and successfully solved 
thousands of difficult selling problems. 
Therefore, they contain only proved-out, 
time-tested plans, principles and ideas— 
the inside secrets of successful real es- 
tate selling. 


These effective Plans have now been 
so simplified and condensed that they are 
complete in only 32 pages (8 x 13 inches) 
in typewritten form, each set approved 
and autographed by the originator. 


They contain such clear, concise, 
straight-away information—are so simple 
and easy to follow—that any intelligent 
person can use them to the fullest ad- 
vantage. . 


They will enable you to handle the sale 
of your. own property without any diffi- 
culty—without depending upon any one 
else—without paying big commissions to 
agents—just as other wide-awake prop- 
erty owners have done. Here are a 
few words of praise for the wonderful 
efficiency of these helpful Plans: 


“The Simplex Plans sold my house for 
cash within two weeks.”—F. S., Wauwa- 
tossa, Wis. “Sold my farm for cash.”— 
Mrs. L. A. C., Glenwood, Minn. “Sold 
my country place in three weeks for 
cash.”—4~H. M. B., New York City. “Sold 
my store and real estate."—B. L., San 
Francisco, Cal. “Simplex Plans sold my 
house for cash within three weeks.”— 











M. E. L., Marshalltown, Iowa. “Sold my 
hat factory. Endorse your methods,.”— 
W. E. B., Buffalo, N. Y, “Sold my prop- 
erty. Your plans quickest I ever saw.”— 
J. S., Waterford, N. J. “Your plans sold 
my Colorado ranch.”—P. E. V., Lansing, 
Mich. “Sold for cash in 10 days.”—W. 
H. C., Wakefield, Mass. “Sold my Hotel.” 
G. S. S., Plano, Ill. “Sold three lots for 
cash.”—R. P. M., Ottawa, Canada, “Sold 
i Michigan farm.”—E. A, D., Miami, 
a. ' 


It makes no difference what kind of a 
roperty you have, whether it is worth 
$500 or $50,000, whether it is located in 
the city of Chicago or in the heart of 
Montana, far from any railroad, there 
is a Simplex Plan to fit your require- 
ments, 


These scientific Plans show you how to 
attract the largest possible number of 
prospective buyers—how to interest them 
in your particular property—and just 
how to close the sale and get the cash. 

They show you how to get the best pos- 
sible price—how to save all agents’ fees 
and commissions—how to save three to 
six months’ time in finding a buyer. 


In view of what this remarkable meth- 
od has done for others, isn’t it plain, 
downright foolishness for you to spend a 
minute’s time, an ounce of energy, or a 
cent of money in any effort to make a 
sale, until you carefully examine a set 
of the Simplex Plans? This you can do 
without cost or obligation of any kind. 


Do -not send any money. Fill in and 
mail the.coupon,.or write a letter or post 
card, and a complete set of the Plans you 
need will be sent to you by return mail. 
Examine them thoroughly. Then if you 
are not perfectly satisfied that they are 
just what you want, send them back any 
time within ten i after you receive 
them, and you will not owe a single 
penny. 

On the other hand, if you find upon ex- 
amination that they are just as repre- 
sented—just what you have been looking 
for—exactly what you need to make a 
quick cash sale of your property—then 
send $10 in full payment. 


That is the fair, square way in which 
the Simplex Plans are sold. You ate 
not asked to take the slightest risk. It 
costs you nothing whatever to investigate. 
So mail the coupon at once—before this 
free-examination offer is withdrawn. 
The Simplex Co., Dept. 293, 1133 
Broadway, New York. 

Seth Moyle, Mgr. THE SIMPLEX CO., 

t. 293, 1133 Broadway, New York. 


Dear Sir: You may send mea set of the 
Simplex Plans for Selling Real Estate in the 
ee os oe Sc ee rr errr se i 


together with positive proof of what they have 
done for others, and what they can do for me. 
will remail the Plans to you within ten days after 
I receive them, or send _ in full payment. 

I promise not to show them to any one, or make 
use of the principles, ideas and information they 
contain unless I keep them 


Name. .'. oc cc ee $6 60 64.0.6 6) @ € & 6 


Address. . wc vrcecsis ve veverve 
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having any trouble at all. And not a 
single bundle!” 
hat. on earth are you children talk- 

ing about? Was it an orphan asylum 
you saw going down the road? That is 
what it sounds like.” 

“No, indeed,” laughed Kitty, “their 
father and mother were with them. O 


pore never guess, 1 know. Let’s tel 
er, Fred.” 
“Ves, sure,” said Fred. “You see, 


mother, we were walking along the race 
bank, down there near the old grist- 
mill. It was jus@beyond the bend, where 
it is so pretty, and the beech boughs 
come way out over the water. We were 
going along quietly, and there, just ahead 
of us, in the race, was a whole family 
of catfish. There were dozens and doz- 
ens of little ones, and big Father and 
Mother Catfish were swimming along- 
side, to keep them all together, I sup- 
pose. There was a great round mass 
of them. Instead of-a@ fish globe, it was 
a globe of fishes. ss they had to 
go and find a larger house for such a big 
—. 

“We thought it must be moving da 
for the fishes, too,” said Kitty. ut 
am glad we don’t have to swim te our 
new home. We'd have a hard time 
getting there, wouldn’t we?” 

“We ogrely would,” said mother. “We 
can be glad, too, that we aren’t hop- 
toads, and have to hop all the way! But 
come, dears, get your caps and coats. 
Uncle Jim is going to stop for you, and 
take you along with him in his car. 
That is the way you tw&dittle human 
children are to travel to-day.” 

“Oh, that'll be fun. And.I am so 
glad,” said Fred, “that there is that nice 
pond at the new place. Maybe we'll find 
some big fat frogs and nice little tad- 
poles there, Kitty.” ‘ 

“Perhaps you will, dear,” said mother. 
“And how would you like to learn to 
swim this summer, if father has time 
to teach you? Wouldn’t that be fun?” 

“Yes, indeed! Hurrah, hurrah!” 
shouted both children at once, and off 
they ran to get ready for the ride to 
their new home. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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Making the Family Happy 


Time: Sunday Afternoon. 

Place: Many a Home. 

Characters: Parents who would enjoy 
a little rest; children who are rest- 


less. 

Enter: The Little Jetts Telling Bible 
Stories. 

Finale: Of course, everybody happy. 

All of which means that The Little 
Jetts are published in delightful book 
form, and may be had — fifty groups of 
teem frees “The Sunday School Times 
Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadel- 
phia, for $1, postpaid. ; 

The Jetts make a companionable sort 
of book — with wide colored pages broad 
enough for two. Only the Bible refer- 
ences and a title are given on each page, 
but the pictures do the rest. The element 
of mystery provides charm, and the chil- 
dren are instructed and enjoy themselves 
in guessing at the pictures and looking 
up the references. It is a most appro- 
priate gift for any child. 





—— 


| Anthony Comstock 


FIGHTER ! 


By Cuarres GALLAUDET TRUMBULL 





Some Impressions of a Life-Time of 
Adventure in Conflict with the 
Powers of Evil 


Miustrated, $1.25, postpaid 


THe SunpDaAy SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
1031 Walnut Street - - - Philadelphia 


Personal: Sending the with order 
Seth poured! and os Gus asd Gxpeme 7. 








Elementary Questions’ . 


Discussed by Miss Florence E. Norton 


Director of Children’s Work of the Presbyterian 
Board of Publication and Sabbath School Work 


Can you tell me where I can get some pub- 
lication to help a primary teacher with hand- 
iat ag used with the Uniform Lessons 

N MANY of the children’s quarterlies 

for use with the Uniform Lessons 
suggestions are given for handwork. I 
would suggest that you write to some 
of the denominational publishing houses 
for sample copies of the Primary Uni- 
form quarterlies. You may also get 
helpful material from the David C. Cook 
Publishing Company, Elgin, Ill., or the 
Standard Publishing Company, Cincin- 
nati, Ohio. You will find it helpful to 
read “Handwork in Religious Educa- 
tion,” by Wardle (University of Chicago, 
Illinois, $1). 

Can you name some good books for elemen- 
tary workers? 

“| Sees are many fine books for 
workers in the Elementary Division 

of the Sunday-school. Two of the best 
have been recently published. They are 
“The Primary Worker and Work,” by 
Thomas, and “The Junior Worker and 
Work;” by Baldwin tas Press, 
150 Fifth Avenue, New York City, 
‘3 cents each). There has also 
en published a series. of manuals 
on the four departments of the 
Elementary Division. They are “How 
to Conduct a Cradle Roll Depart- 
ment,” by Curtiss; “How to Conduct a 
Beginners’ Deparuuent,” by Lewis ; “How 
to Conduct a Primary Department,” by 


Department,” by Van Voorhis (Standard 
Publishing Company, Cincinnati, Ohio, 
35 cents each). 

ve 


Teacher-Training Questions 


Discussed by the Rev. Charles A. Oliver 


Teacher-Training Superintendent of the 
Pennsylvania State Sabbath School 
Association 


I'am a teacher of a class of eight girls 
between the ages of sixteen and nineteen. 
These girls are frequently called upon to 
act as substitute teachers. I feel that they 
are not prepared for this work, and I should 
like to take them through a course that will 
prepare them to teach. What ought I to do? 

OUR girls seem to need a general 

furnishing in systematic Bible knowl- 
edge, psychology, and pedagogy. That 
is, they need a better knowledge of the 
book they are to teach, the pupils to be 
taught, and the best means. of imparting 
truth. 

To meet this need the class should 
take an approved teacher-training course 
with stated examinations. at <all 
possible the class should occupy a room 
that can be shut off from the rest of 
the school, so that a longer time may be 
given to class work than would be pos- 
sible otherwise. Adding to the teaching 
period the time of the closing exercises 
of the school, it would be possible to re- 
serve, after the training lesson, sufficient 
time to consider how to teach the next 
Sunday’s lesson. If the girls must be 
hused for substitute work, I would so 

lan that no member of the class would 

e called for that work more than one 
Sunday in five or six weeks. 





We have a class in teacher-training that 
began work in December. It is the desire 
of the class to take two or three lessons 
a week, and by high pressure work to cover 
the ground of the first year or first Standard 
Course by June, as it would be difficult to 
keep the class together during the summer 
months. 


[7 WOULD be unwise to hurry over 
the course of study. The attention of 
the students should be held to the sub- 
jects for a considerable time in order 
that the fundamentals of Sunday-school 





teaching be thoroughly assimilated. 


A Monthly Bureau of Information for 
the Sunday-School Worker 


McCafferty; “How to Conduct a Junior |‘T 





There is danger that in rapid work the 
outlines may be memorized for the éx- 
aminations and the thought itself be 
missed. Thoroughness should mark the 
class work. The class should not drag 
along so slowly as to chill the interest, 
but should go slow enough to enable 


?| the students to thoroughly master the 


subjects. Most of the successful classes 
devote a year and a half to the study 
of the text-book your class is ery ° 

I would advise that you plan to have 
the class cover the ground for an ex- 
amination by June. This may bring you 
to the end of the second or third sub- 
jects of the book. In the fall you could 

gin work on a new section of the book, 
and after a vacation the students will 
be ready to resume the work with new 


. He 
Home Department Questions 


Discussed by Mrs. A. W. Karnell 


Chairman of the Home Department Committee 
of the International Sunday School Association 


Our department has been invited once each 
year to a special social, given by the Sun- 
day-school Official Board, and even our of- 
ficers and Visitors were only invited guests, 
and had nothing to do with the arrangement 
of the affair. We have just re-organized our 
department, and want te give a social func- 
tion ourselves. Please give us an outline 
for a program and form of invitation. We 
want to make this an annual occasion.— 
Mrs. T. B. W. 


TH annual Home Department rece 
tion should always be under the di- 
rection of the Home Department Coun- 
cil, It should be given for the Home 
Department members and their friends. 
he officers of the school and church 
should be invited guests. Your plan 
should include conveyance for those 
who because of infirmity or great dis- 
tance would otherwise not be apt to at- 
tend. I would not encourage children 
to attend, unless they had some part 
in the program, and certainly not: babies 
at this function. (Later on your de- 
artment may give a social for the Cradle 
Roll, Beginners, and Home Departments 
combined, but the annual _ reception 
should be a time for the “Grown-Ups,” 
when, free from the care of children, 
they may have a delightful time. Your 
invitation sfould read: 

“The pleasure of your company is requested 
at the First Annual Reception given by the 
Home Department Council of the Dale Ave- 
nue Presbyterian Church, Dale Avenue and 
Seventeenth Street, to the members of the 
Home Department and the officers of the 
Church and Sunday-school, on Thursday eve- 
ning, March twenty-fifth, from eight to eleven 
o’clock.” 


Each Visitor should be assigned some 
part in the arrangement of the reception. 
It is a good plan for the Visitor to call 
her district workers together to consult 
with them and secure their co-operation. 
This will assure the interest of the mem- 
bers and secure their attendance at the 
reception, 

ake your reception as homelike as 
possible.. One department had nine small 
tables with an electric lamp on each table 
in the room and the platform was ar- 
ranged as a living room, with easy chairs 
and a large grandfather’s clock tick- 
ing away and striking the hour. It is 
well if you can have an orchestra play 
while the people are gathering. Twenty 
minutes’ informal reception should be the 
first item on the program. The receiv- 
ing line should be made up of the Home 
Department superintendent, pastor, Sun- 
day-school superintendent, some County 
or State-worker, or other special guest. 

The Visitors should be instructed be- 
forehand, and should act as ushers, wear- 
ing white dresses with Home Department 
colors and carrying colored canes. ~“ 

After the reception a short Scripture 
reading and prayer, followed by a brief 
report of the year’s work, an answer 
by each Visitor at roll call, either by a 
few words about her own work or the 








reading of some quotation bearing on the 
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importance of the Bible in the home, 
should be given; a hearty greet- 
ing by the Home Department superinten- 
dent or the pastor, and now for a real 
soe time. See that the talent used is 

very best your church can secure. 
Have this part varied, interesting, humor- 
ous, and bright. 

One department on such an occasion 
gave “Young Doctor Devine,” a short, 
really clever sketch. This afforded much 
pleasure. Another department gave “The 
Crowning of Queen Autumn,” in which 
over fifty children took part, which of 
course brought the parents of all those 
children to the reception. Still another 
had a delightful humorous reader and 
some excellent music. Whatever you do, 
see that your talent is good. Have 
your refreshments dainty and plentiful, 
and your service prompt. ave the 
Visitors instructed to mingle with the 
guests — the whole evening, 
greeting one here and making others ac- 
quainted there. Your chief effort should 
be to nrake all feel that they belong to 
a big warm-hearted family. First im- 
poems, you know, count greatly, and 
I would spare no effort or’'money in mak- 
ing this, your first annual reception, a 
big success. 





Ask Marion Lawrance! 











Ontario.— We are much below the mark 
in our “follow up” system for absent mem- 
bers, and I would appreciate it if you could 
suggest methods which in your estimation 
would be suitable to our case. Any literature 
or copies or samples of stationery or forms 
used will be greatly appreciated. —W. R. W. 
por the purpose of following up ab- 

sentees the card system is probably 
the best method of keeping records. Of 
course, every absentee should be looked 
up regularly every week. The best per- 
son to look up an absentee is the teacher 
in a personal visit, because every such 
effort on the part of the teacher brings 
teacher and scholars that much closer 
together because of the personal inter- 
est manifested. Many good teachers, 
however, cannot follow up their ab- 
sentees in this way because of their 
daily duties. Next in value to the visit 
is the telephone, then comes the letter or 
ostal card, and then the printed notice. 
have given these in the order of their 
value. 

If the teacher cannot follow the ab- 
sentee in any of these ways, then it 
should be the duty of some other mem- 
ber of the school to do it. A regular 
church Visitor is fine, and the results will 
be far better than any sort of mechani- 
cal device, such as sending printed notices 
and the like; nevertheless many schools 
are obliged to depend upon the mails. 
My observation is that if one person in 
a school can be made responsible for 
looking up the absentees, and will kee 
right after it, urging the teachers to loo 
after their own scholars, most of the 
work will be done. Where it is not 
done, there should be a systematic 
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(NOTE THE NEW RATES) 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
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Shanghai, China. These rates include 


postage. ; 
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package, to one address, $1.50 each, per 
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In recognition of the club organizer’s 
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Lesson for August 29 
1 Kings 1:1 to 3:15 ' 


method whereby some clerk or officer 
sends out the printed notices. 

In order to do this, the card system 
is good. Suppose there are twenty schol- 
ars in a given class, and three are ab- 
sent. The teacher having indicated that 
he cannot follow up the absentees, these 
cards, together with those of the ab- 
sentees from other classes, are all placed 
in the hands of the proper officer, who 
sends out the absentee notices, after 
which the cards are replaced with the 
other cards of their class, This plan 
works very well, but it will not work 
itself. The same thing is accomplished 
in other schools by the teachers being 
obliged to: make out a list of all their 
absent scholars every Sunday and hand 
it in to the proper officer. This furnishes 
the names and addresses without being 
obliged to remove the cards: from the 
box or to look them up. 


Don’t Wear 
a Truss 
ctype avetion he 


discov 
relieves rupture, will 14 sent 
= 3 O obnoxious springs 


Brooks? R 


Has automatic 





MR. C. E. BROOKS 


ture Appliance 


Cushions. Binds and 
draws the proken yperts together as you would 


a broken lim salves. No lies. Durable, 
cheap. Sent 3 trial to prove it. Protected by 
U. S. patents, Catalog and measure blanks 
mailed free, d name and address today. 


Brooks Appliance Co., 258 A, State St, Marshall, Mich. 

















Advertise Religion on Bill Boards.) 


“ The Word of God is the Sword of the Spirit.’’ It 
cuts and pierces the heart’ when placed on bill 
boards just as when spoken from the pulpit. 

Count the people who pass your church. An artis- 
tic poster, with Scripture text, will plant a seed 
thought in the mind of each one. Regulation size 
(20' x 9'), price $6.00 each, different text each 
month, Get bill posters’ price for erecting bill boards. 
Bill ee epayes is most effective. ‘I'ry it for 





a year. 
rite for m 
of posters. 


JAMES B. SPILLMAN, Religieus Advertising Agency, 
COLUMBIA, S. C. 


The Christian Workers’ Magazine 


Rev. James M. Gray, D.D., Editor. 
For all who love, and teach and preach the Gospel. 


Monthly, $1.50 per year; three months’ trial sub- 
scription, 25 cents. 


The Christian Workers’ Magazine 
150 Institute Place, - + Chicago, Ill 


Juniata College 


HUNTINGDON, Pa. . 


Christian, Conservative, 


College, hing ratory, and Divinity School. 
New Course in Evangelical Religious Education. 
No Fraternities. Expenses Moderate. 
Catalog on request to 


President, 1. HARVEY BRuMBAUGH, 


a Glendale College “sus!” 


For young women — in beautiful suburb of 
Cincinnati. Junior College, Preparatory, 
Special, Practical, Coaching, Comfortable, 
Homelike, Delightful associations, City ad- 
vantages. Christian ideals, Finest influences. 
Separate Home and School for young girls. 
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THE NORTHWESTERN BIBLE AND 
MISSIONARY TRAINING SCHOOL 
For Curriculum — covering three years, address 
No. 6 SOUTH 11TH STREET § MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 


BRONZE 1t.ets 


Free Book of Designs 
ino. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St., New York City. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Paul Rader 





September 5. What Christ Does for the 
Christian. John 15 : 1-8, 14-16. (Consecra- 
e tion meeting.) 

September 12. A Great Miracle and Its Les- 
sons, Mark 2: 1-12. 

September 19. Good Work: Finding It; Do- 
ing it. Eccl. 9 : 10; Col. 3 : 22-25. 

September 26. Inspiring Stories from Foreign 
Mission Fields. Psa. 66:1-8; Acts 14: 
23-28. (Missionary meeting.) 


Sunday, August 29 
The Beauties and Wonders of God’s 


(Psa. 65 : 1-13) (An outdoor meeting) ‘ 


Mon.—The Wonders of Power (Job 9g: 1-19). 
How can we think of power without think- 
ing of God? Niagara makes me, shudder, 
the thunder and the lightning make me 
feel my littleness, the mountains speak to 
me of the glory of God. The stretched out 
heavens make men shrink, but on the other 
hand, all these things make God large and 
sing of power. 

Tues.—The Wonder of Order (Gen. 1 : 1-19). 
Jesus said, “I am the first and the last,” 
naming himself thus 4s the God of order. 
He is at the beginning, he is the finish, 
and if we look into the Bible we find mar- 
vels of order in its number schemes. If 
we look into the heavens we find the won- 
der of order, and in the minutiae of earth 
this is also true. 


Wed.—The Wonders of Wisdom (Prov. 8 : 22- 
31). God’s wisdom is staggering. Men who 
know not God even laugh at the thought 
of God, but men who know God marvel 
at his wisdom. The foolishness of God is 
wiser than the wisdom of men. Remember 
«that Jesus is made unto us wisdom. 

Thurs.—The Beauty of Light (Isa. 45 : 5-8). 
God dwells in unapproachable light. Moses, 
covered in the cleft of the rock, came forth 
with his face shining, even though he did 
not see God’s face, but saw his hinder 
parts. All the beauties of color are in 
light. Jesus Christ is the light of the 
world, and all the beauties of which we 
could conceive in human character are 
in the character of God, are in him com- 
posite. 

Fri.—The Beauty of Clouds (Isa. 44:22). God 
has wonderfully used the clouds in the 
Bible. He came,down in clouds on Mount 
Sinai. There was a cloud, an umbrella by 
day, for the Israelites. A cloud received 
Jesus out of the sight of those who gazed 
upon him at his ascension, and he -will 
‘come’ again with clouds. The clouds of 
the world are beautiful, but the clouds of 
the Bible are more beautiful. 

Sat.—The Beauty of Spring (Song of Sol. 2: 

a & 1). God is one eternal spring. How 

utiful the bursting of the buds, the 
cracking of the eggs, the twitter of newly 
hatched birds and chicks, the coming from 
deadness to life of all nature! How won- 
derfully God has hidden away the func- 
tions of life which spring’ forth at the 
warmth of the sun! There are those who 
have died in the faith who are gone, hidden 
from this world’s gaze, little cared for by 
the popular crowd of earth; there are those 
walking here, hidden away, considered 
nobodies in the world, but. they will come 
forth on that glorious spring morning when 

Christ comes into mid-air; they will be 

caught away and it will be eternal spring. 


T IS delightful that the service for 
this Sunday is to be held out of doors. 
It should start with a sunrise prayer- 
meeting. The earth’s light starts with 
a deep red, and this is the first light 
that men ever see, the deep red crimson 
blood, precious price of Our redemption. 
Until men see that they never see Christ 
in his light and majesty and glory. It 
is the poet’s first song, 
“Oh, now I see the crimson wave, 
The fountain deep and wide! 
Jesus, my Lord, mighty. to save, 
Points to His wounded side.” 


Once men are straight on the wonders 
of the blood they can behold the real 
wonders of the world. And they are 
more than wonders, they are the mar- 
velous workings of the gracious hand 
with the hole in the palm. 

The same Christ who hung on Calvary 
is the One who has all power in thi 
world. It is he, this glorious Christ, 
who died on that dark day, who has 
arranged the order of things; for the 
Scriptures say, “In him: all things con- 
sist.” 





It is at the cross that God 





his wisdom. Men would choose refor- 
mation, men would choose the makin 

of war, and by gradual evolution wor 

a way of elimination of evil, but God 
chooses transformation at the Cross ; 

this is the wisdom of God. The world 
would flash out the Gospel on the stars, 
but God chooses the weak things of this 
world to confound the mighty. God by 
the foolishness of preaching is saving 
men. It is Christ w © has planned this, 
it is his wisdom. It is this same Christ 
on Calvary who is God, who has all 
power, who swung the sun. It is he 
himself, who is the light. This whole 
world is darkness without him. 

Birth is an enigma; childhood, while 
beautiful, is blighted ; middle-age is 
fraught with burdens, *perplexities, and 
fears; old age with poverty, feebleness, 
and forgetting, and at last a dark grave. 
He brings the only light into this awful, 
dark situation of_sin and death, and it 
is this glorious Christ of Calvary who 
is to turn aside the clouds that new 
hang above the nations. The clouds of 
war have hung over the world since 
1914. Even now, though an armistice 
has been signed between the forces that 
started the war in 1914, yet other nations 
are fighting, and new wars are break- 
ing out, and new troubles are brewing. 

All these clouds will part one day, 
and He who aang on Calvary and went 
back into the glory i enue again from 
the glory as on kings. When he 
comes he will make “ world blossom 
as a rose. He who made it in its first 
Eden; he who spoke to the waters and 
to the mountains and to the fruit-trees 
and the grass and the fishes and the 
fowls of the air; he who gave to each 
plant its flower and to each tree its 
luscious mellow fruit; he who painted 
the birds’ eggs and made the baby’s 
laughter and its soft, downy cheeks; 
he who is springtime ‘itself, will bring 
springtime upon this earth, "He is com- 
ing again with a supernal reign of right- 
eousness, 


What beauty in nature do you most 
admire?—Surely the greatest beauty is 
the beauty of the sunrise and of the 
— and the beauty of the clouds over 
all. - . 


What wonder in nature most im- 
presses you?—The wonder of. the sus- 
pended earth, which keeps within its 
orbit around the sun; for this is the 
wonder of Calvary, that we are individ- 
uals, yet we are in Him, held in him, 
hidden in him, and he keeps us in our 
place in his plans. 


ears, has, in wisdom, made music to: fit 
them,. The wonders of odor,—the per- 
fume of the flowers, are so toned to the 
sensitive nerves of the nose that they can 
be smelied,— and not only smelled but 
produce a sense of delight in the fitness 
of things; the beauties appealing to the 
eye, the curves of art bringing a sensa- 
tion of joy to the heart,—God, who 
made these fit things, has given Jesus, 
who alone can satisfy, and by the pre- 
cious blood on the cross has put away 
our blindness and our deadness, that we 
might behold him as “the one altogether 
lovely.” 


Moopy CuurcH TABERNACLE, CHICAGO. 
we 


To keep the boys wholesomely busy 
you should get Charles McIlwaine’ $s “Out- 
doors, Indoors, and Up the Chimney,” 
published by The Sunday School Times 
Company for $r1. 


What evidence of God’s wisdom do’ 
you see in nature?—God, who made} 








Would you like to ote * 
Bibles in Borneo? Well, 

can by purchasing AN NU TY 
BONDS, and at the same time 
receive interest as high as 8%. 
Ask for Booklet I.—it tells how. 


American Bible Society 
Bible House, Astor Place, New York 
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Church Organs 


Latest Approved Methods. Highest 
Grade Only. Established 1827. 


Main Office and Works “°"M.s. °°” 
Hook & Hastings Co. 


BRANCHES: 
Boston, New York, Phila., Chicago, Louisville, Dallas 


PULPITS 


Chairs, Tables, Hymn Boards, Collection Plates,ete. 


Globe Furniture Company, 22,Pa7* Flece 
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THE SOUL OF A CHILD 


By Stuart Nye HutTcuinson 














be isn't an easy thing for most pastors and 
teachersto hold the interest of childrenina 
five-minute sermon ortalk. Hereisa volume 
of talks realy to children, and not simply 
so-called. The author has the gift of be- 
ing able to select an interesting theme, ot 
‘treating it befttingty, and has, moreover, 
that rare faculty of knowing when and 
where to leave off in the matter of applica- 
tion. 


Cloth, $1.25 net, postpaid 
FOR SALE BY 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
z031 Watnut St., + + PuHtcape.puta, Pa. 
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Has That Conference Been a Blessing to You? 
NOW PASS IT ON! 


Winning Men One By One 


By H. WELLINGTON WOOD 


Tells how a consecrated business man has used his everyday opportunities to win men to Christ. 
A most quickening and enlightening book for every Christian. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


75 cents, postpaid. 
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For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bibie Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

re oo! Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lessen Committee. 


The Great Commission Prayer League, 808 North 
La Salle Street, Chicago, is a faith movement, de- 
pendent for its support wholly upon the Lord 
through ‘“‘them that are His,” Its leafiets are 
published free in the Lord for prayerful di - 
tion. Its office staff gladly respond to personal 
calls for intercession as such calls are sent to them 


by mail and otherwise. Readers yo fang ee pray 
Bard fae ttt 


Three Requests 


EQUEST Number Three — for help- 

i or striking thoughts. For ex- 
ample, in a recent letter a correspondent 
remarked: “You™keffow we have gas- 
meters and water-meters and all kinds 
of meters these days, but the best meter 
of all mm jeoue our need=meeter (Phil. 4: 
19).” ore than one has been. blessed 
since by this striking expression. 0 
you know something similarly helpful, 
which perhaps could be used at some 
appropriate time im this department? Ii 
so, will you not send it to the Family 
Worship Column, ir care of The Sunday 
School Times? ‘Thank you! 





Aagust 23°to 29 


Mon.—1 Kings 2 : 1-11. - 
David’s Charge to Solomon. 
A great man’s last words are. often 
his most lasting words; for two among 
several reasons: because representing his 
final and (oftentimes) maturest thought, 
and because spoken in the light of two 


MAY | That You Think 
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in connection with 


Your Rally Day Service 


Make use of the stirring 
service we have pre- 
pared entitled PRESS- 
ING TOWARD THE - 
MARK which sells at 
$4.00 the hundred. 


Then write for our fine il- 
lu'strated catalogue of 
, Rally Day —_ such 
: as Invitation Cards, But- 
tons, Offering Envelepes, 

The Banners, Bangles, gay 
. tion Certificates, etc., o 
Heidelberg our own and others’ pub- 


Press lication, 
bitten | Got the PPEIDELBERG 


or 
Aiecriminators 

Frankly tell us your needs 
Bth & Race Sts./ and if we cannot supply 
‘hiladelphia them it cannot be done. 


a BL - 
CAREFUL 


not to neglect our offer of McConkey’s vital littl 

devotional booklet “‘ Zhe Spirtt Filled Life,"* 
because it happens to be free. If is sent free seme- 
bly to do the greatest possible good with tt. Do 
ngt fail to write for it. Address Silver Publishing 
Co., Dept. R., Bessemer Bidg., Pittsburgh, Pa. . 


THEVALLEY ano te SHADOW 


This is the Title of one of the 
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’ Published by THB MARANATHA TRACT BAND 


6226 Webster St., Philadelphia, U.S. A. 
Send 50c for package containing over 50 different kinds 
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worlds. Study the last words of Moses 
(Deut. 31-33) ; of ror (Josh. 23, 24) ; 
of Paul (2 Tim. 4); of Jesus (John 13- 
19; Acts 1). : 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for every 
present day leader: evangelical editors, 
conference speakers, Bible teachers, train- 
ing school inséructors, missionary board 
officials, and all pastors and evangelists. 

m4 fon godly tact and wisdom for all 
such, th 


Tues.—1 Kings 3: 4-15. 
’s Wise Choice. 
Solomon “sought first” (Matt. 5: 83) 
the divinely important thing, and God 
“added” all the rest In his single- 
hearted humility (v. ?? God exalted him; 
in his later divided-heart self-exaltation 
(ch. 11) God abased him. Pride blights 
thousands of once-favored careers, 
Prayer Suacestions: Pray for the 
young people of owr homes and schools 
and churches, that they choose wisely 


spirstual, but in all social and temporal 
and vocational matters. Gon’s choices 
were NEVER more needed. 
Wed.—Proverbs 4: 1-15. 
The Worth of Wisdom. 

Ponder in the light of Solomon’s life. 
He knew and yet failed. Something 
more than wisdom is necessary. The 
“preacher” (Solomon) failed to practise. 
Wisdom gotten is good; wisdom gotten 
and practised is infinitely better. 

Prayer Sucacestions: Pray for recti- 
tude of conscience, and for rectitude of 
conduct in keeping therewith. Pray for 
yourself, the members of your family, 
your church and Sunday-school associ- 
ates, and all Christians, that deed may 
accompany creed. 


Thurs.—Proverbs 31: 10-20. A Wise Woman. 


Her kind is rare, as rare as in the 
opposite sex; that is why “her price 
is far above rubies.” A man is largely 
made or unmade by woman—his Bones 104 
his wife, his sister, his sweetheart. 
Gibraltar strength of character in a wo- 
man is as beautiful as it is rare. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
womanhood of America, that it may be- 
Pcome what God would have it be. Pray 
for the womanhood of your own com- 
munity, Pray for every mother, every 
daughter, every wife, every sister. Pray 
that your own life and conduct may be 
elevating, and never debasing. 


Fri.—Proverbs 31 : 21-31. A Godly Woman. 


Study (1) her characteristics (begin- 
ning v. 20): compassionate, benevolent, 
courageous, industrious, strong, honor- 
able, wise, kind, and provident; and (2) 
her rewards (vs. 28-31): honored in 
her home, honored of the Lord, honored 
by her works, 


Prayer Succestions: Pray that the 
godly women of our land may send the 
Gospel of Christ speedily to the women 
cf other lands enthralled in heathenism. 
Pray for every righteous cause Scrip- 
turally supported by women. Pray for 
every woman employer and employee. 


Sat.—Ecclesiastes 12: 1-14. Youthful Choices, 


No “evil days” from God’s viewpoint 
ever come to him who “remembers” 
rightly his Creator in youth, and con- 
tinues thus to remember him. He who 
fears God (v. 14) need never to fear 
anything else. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
children’s and young people’s religious 
organizations, for all Sunday-schools and 
children’s societies, for all summer and 
early fall vacation camps and gather- 
ings. Pray for a revival of the proper 
training of childhood and youth. 


Sun.—James 1: 5-17. God’s Gift of Wisdom. 


Solomon lacked wisdom, but he asked, 
and God gave “liberally”; and yet Solo- 
mon had no such promise to “bank upon” 
as have we: Solomon asked “in the 
night,” and he asked “in faith.” Mon- 
day’s reading and to-day’s reading go 
well together. Apply personally. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for “the 
wisdom that is from abeve”. (James 3: 
17). Pray for guidance for every per- 
plexed ete 4 of Christ. Learn to 
“pray through.” God's promises have 
NEVER failed and NEVER will. Ask God 





to help you meet every condition. “He 
IS FAITHFUL.” 


and act discreetly, not only as to things } 











(Lesson for August 29) AUGUST 14, 1920 
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"THE NATIONAL DRINK" 


WELCH’S is a joyous. drink.’ A 
pure fruit juice—the’ stored-up 
riches of premium Concord grapes 
—a drink with color, body ‘and 
nutriment as well as flavor. 


Men like WELCH'’Ss. 


It is a 


favorite drink of the country club 
and social gathering as well as 
the home drink appreciated by 


all the family. 


Always serve cold. WELCH’S is 
rich and may be diluted with 
plain or charged water or blended 


with ginger ale, lemonade or- 


other beverages. 


Wetc@’ is sold in clubs, restaurants, at soda 
fountains, and by your grocer and druggist in 


bottles and cases for home use. 


Grapelade 


the pure grape spread 


This is the famous™‘Grape- 
lade"’ that so delighted our 
soldiers in France. A Welch 
Quality product with the 
delicate fresh-grape flavor. 
dn 15 ounce jars and 8 ounce 


tumblers from your grocer. 






































